
AAUW Portland Branch 

Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 

March 18, 2023 

The meeting was called to order at 10:45 am by Ilga Ross, Administrator. 

Welcome & Introductions – Ilga Ross welcomed everyone. 

Members in attendance in person: 

Ilga Ross, Joyce Kligman, Ginny McQueen, Diana Fisher, Rachelle Joy, Lisa Johnson, Julia Donaldson, 

Linda Stern, Kathe Hart, Kathy Terman, Nadyne Rosin, Mary Finneran, Diane Winn, Dorthea Petersen, 

Nancy Cheverton, Nancy Thomas, Linda Loftin. 

Guests in attendance: Claudia Gray, Susan Deeming. 

Members in attendance on Zoom: Suzanne Fleming, Barbara Gaines, Maryann McNamara, and Susan 

Marthens. 

Total Combined People in Attendance: 23 

 

Interest Group Information 

Modern Fiction Book Group – Nancy Thomas 

This group reads novels written during the past 25 years, and they primarily read literature.  They meet 

the 4th Tuesday of each month at 11:30am.  They’ve been meeting on Zoom, but are talking about 

changing to in-person meetings.  Recent authors they’ve read include Ivan Doig and Isabelle Allende, 

and recent books include “The Overstory” and this month’s book “A Piece of the World”.  There are 8 

members, 3 of whom are new.  They welcome more members. 

 

Overbooked Book Club – Linda Stern 

Their book club is closed.  They used to have 16 members, but through attrition they now have 8 

members.  They meet in person now, and will open up for new members once current members move 

or die.  They read mostly fiction.  Recent books they’ve read include “Trask” (OR book), “The Sentence”, 

“The Children Act”, and “The Secrets Between Us.” 

 

Nonfiction Book Groups – Kathe Hart 

The original nonfiction book group has been in existence for approximately 12 years.  They started with 

one book group, and split into two groups due to size.  Nonfiction 1 has 12 members and meets the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month at 10am at Elephant’s Deli.  Nonfiction 2 has 6 members and meets the 3rd 

Friday of each month at Joyce Lew’s home.  In June each member presents 2-3 books, and the group 



chooses the books for the year.  This year the groups have been reading primarily history, biography and 

misc. 

 

Wimpy Walkers – Kathy Terman 

They meet the first Saturday of each month from approximately 10 a.m.-12 p.m., and they walk for 3-4 

miles.  They enjoy lunch afterwards at a restaurant.  On April 1st they’re walking the Tualatin Hills.  

Approximately 10 people walk each month. 

 

Movie Mavens – Suzanne Fleming 

They resumed their Academy Award watch party this year, complete with red carpet and voting.  This 

year they changed their format.  They choose a movie, see it in the early afternoon, and go to happy 

hour afterwards to discuss.  They meet on the first Friday of each month. 

 

Breakfast in Bridgetown – Ginny McQueen 

They meet the second Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m., and they go to a different restaurant each 

month.  They have about 16 members, and approximately 4-10 show up.  Ginny stated that this is a 

good way to learn your way around town.  For members without cars, they meet at restaurants near 

public transportation.  They discuss any and everything. 

 

New Interest Groups – Julia Donaldson 

Julia discussed how easy it is to start new groups, and encouraged us to start new groups if we had 

interests.  She recommended that you list the details in the bulletin and on the website, and emphasized 

how easy it is to start a new interest group. 

 

Sleuth Sisters – Dorthea Petersen 

The book group has resumed in person meetings, and they meet at noon at 1500 Park Ave.  There was 

discussion of the upcoming book, “The Man Who Murdered His Stag.”  They meet on the 4th Wednesday 

of each month. 

 

AAUW National Committee Advancement Committee – Claudia Gray 

Claudia is a member of the Hillsboro-Forest Grove branch of AAUW, the AAUW State Funds Chair, the 

Legacy Circle, and the National Advancement Committee.  She stated that Portland Branch has four 

endowments with AAUW.  As part of her involvement in the Legacy Circle she encouraged everyone to 



include AAUW in their estate planning.  She stated that the National Advancement Committee consists 

of Funds Chairpersons or Presidents/Past-Presidents. 

Claudia also addressed membership complaints.  Our branch had 24 memberships not recorded until 

December 2022, which is unacceptable.  There is a national staffing issue.  In the 1980’s there were 140 

staff; this dropped to 40 in the past 5 years, and now it has increased to 50. 

She also spoke of next month’s election of the Bylaws.  We need to vote; it’s a tiny quorum (perhaps 5%) 

who must vote for the vote to count.  At issue is whether the Board can vote for their own Chairperson.  

There will not be a vote this time for open membership; she noted that our current membership 

requirements restrict the grants we might receive. 

Claudia stated that there are no plans to hold a National Convention in the future; AAUW lost 

approximately $1,000,000 for every convention held. 

 

Minutes of March 19, 2022 

The Minutes were reviewed and approved.  The minutes of today’s meeting will be reviewed and 

approved by Diane Winn and Nancy Thomas. 

 

Administrator’s Report 

Ilga Ross stated that our branch has spent the past year recovering.  The Board had become tired.  In 

June 2022, Ilga was appointed as Administrative Contact so that the branch could function with respect 

to our bank account and minutes, among other responsibilities.  Ilga thanked Nadyne Rosin for her 

programs this past year of the PCC Cascade Garden tour, the speaker from Neighbors for Clean Air, et al.  

In December we held the PCC Endowment solicitation fundraiser, and in January 2023, we held a 

planning meeting. 

 

Finance Report 

Ilga Ross asked us to review the Treasurer’s Report for July 1, 2022 – February 28, 2023 that is printed in 

our meeting handout.   

A motion was made by Linda Stern to allocate $500 for the State Convention delegates. The motion was 

seconded by Nadyne Rosin, and we voted to approve the allocation. 

Ginny McQueen discussed our former $400 annual donation to Saturday Academy for STEM.  Our 

volunteer position was discontinued, but the Academy is still running and providing workshops and 

summer camps for underrepresented children.  There was discussion that our annual budget is 

approximately $900.  Julia Donaldson made a motion that we donate $200 to the Academy; Nancy 

Thomas seconded the motion, and it passed on vote.  There was discussion that the Leadership Council 

will analyze where best to donate our funds. 

 



Membership Report 

Linda Stern stated that we have approximately 70 members including 10 new members. 

 

PCC Endowment Report 

Ilga Ross stated that the Tigard Area Branch of AAUW is disbanding, and it voted to transfer its $2900 

PCC Foundation money to our PCC Endowed Scholarship. 

 

Public Policy 

Nadyne Rosin stated that State Public Policy has 2 committees; Branches and Bills.  The current Oregon 

bills include Reproduction Health and Access to Care and HB2022.  Nadyne stated that Claire Berger in 

the Hillsboro Branch is the State Chair.  Susan Marthens on Zoom spoke but the transmission was 

garbled. 

 

Adoption of Revised Bylaws 

Copies of the Revised Bylaws were available for review.  Julia Donaldson made a motion to accept the 

Bylaws, and Linda Stern seconded it.  Lisa Johnson made a motion to amend Article XIV, Section 2, 

General Meetings to replace the word “shall” with the word “may”, which will give us more flexibility.  

Nadyne Rosin seconded the motion, and the amended Bylaws were approved. 

 

Elections 

The vote was unanimous to elect to the Leadership Council: Lisa Johnson, Rachelle Joy, Nadyne Rosin, 

Ilga Ross and Kathleen Terman.   

Rachelle Joy and Ilga Ross were elected as delegates to the State Annual Meeting. 

 

Other Business/Discussion 

Discussion of a nominating committee was postponed. 

Announcements 

Our next branch event will be held in May. 

There was a hearty thank you to Ilga Ross for saving our branch. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 11:50 am. 

 


