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Women In the Trades 
   

Monday, February 8, 10 am 

          Community Room, University Park Condos 

                          1500 SW Park Ave, Portland 

Presenter:  Dr. Roberta Hunte 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

During World War II, women across the United States stepped 
up to fill jobs in the trades that were left empty by men who had 
gone off  to war.  When the men returned, women were expected to 
return to more traditional roles, such as housewives and secretaries. 
Over many years, women began once more to fill jobs in the trades, 
where they faced harassment, sexism and racism.  Dr. Hunte brings 
the trials of  women in the trades alive with her play, “My Walk Has 
Never Been Average”, and a short film, “Sista in the Brother-
hood”. Both were informed by her research on black tradeswomen. 

Dr. Roberta Hunte is an educator, facilitator, consultant, and 
cultural worker. She is an Assistant Professor in Black Studies and 
Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies at Portland State University 
where she teaches courses on reproductive justice, inequality, femi-
nism, and the African American experience. She facilitates trainings 
on equity, diversity and inclusion.  

Dr. Hunte has worked with the Oregon Tradeswomen, Inc., 
where she became interested in the role of  black women in the 
trades, beginning with World War II.  She is co-chair of  the board for 
OPAL, Environmental Justice and the co-chair of  Trimet's Transit 
Equity Advisory Committee. 

 

 

University Park Condos can easily be reached by public transportation.  Metered 
parking is nearby.  Please use the directory by the gate for the access code for 
Fleming.  
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Dear Members,  
 

This AAUW year is already moving swiftly along. We hope you enjoyed the holiday hia-
tus and are now ready to join in the many activities on our calendar. 

The January 11th branch program, “The Many Faces of Human Trafficking”, was spon-
sored jointly by AAUW and the YWCA. It exemplifies the efforts our branch has made 
in forming coalitions and collaborating with other organizations that share our purpose. 
The speakers elaborated on the big problem of human trafficking in the Northwest, 
whether the victims are undocumented immigrants exploited for their labor or youth 
exploited for sex, and explained what various agencies are doing to help. 

Our branch has again attained the magic membership number of 100! Thanks to the key 
players—our membership VP and welcoming committee members—and especially to 
all of you who reach out to friends and encourage them to share in the opportunities 
that AAUW offers. National has rolled out a new membership tool kit entitled 
“Diversity and Inclusion.”  We were pleased to note that Portland branch already fol-
lows many of their suggestions in our operations, such as being welcoming and open, 
offering diverse and engaging programs, and being accessible in sites and times. Keep 
telling others about our organization and ask them to join! —a reminder, membership 
dues are half price for new members beginning this month. 

The political craziness has already been going on for a while and is sure to pick up as 
2016 moves along. As a non-partisan organization, AAUW does not endorse candidates, 
but that does not preclude us from discussing the issues and having a voice. Elsewhere 
in this newsletter is an article about the “Two-Minute Activist” and how to participate in 
the contest that is currently going on. It is a quick and easy way to share your opinions 
with members of Congress. The Oregon legislature is holding its short session this 
month, and the AAUW Lobby Day will be on February 10th. Scheduled speakers are 
Senate President Pro Tempore Diane Rosenbaum, who will give opening remarks, and 
Representative Carla Piluso, who will provide an overview of legislative priorities. If you 
would like to learn more about the ongoing politics in Oregon and to meet your elected 
officials personally, then you will want to attend. Carpooling makes it even more fun.  

The February 8th program should be an interesting one. AAUW has long been working 
for wage equity and toward obtaining a living wage for women. In the past, the con-
struction and manufacturing trades were often overlooked as a means for women to 
advance. Undoubtedly, women—especially women of color—face obstacles in entering 
these fields. We encourage you to come hear about research in this area and how it was 
depicted in theater and film. 

Don’t forget to check  www.aauwpdx.org and the branch Facebook page for the latest 

branch news. 

 

 

 

Co–Presidents, Ilga Ross and Barbara Spencer 

 

A Message from Our Co-Presidents 

 

http://www.aauwpdx.org
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STEM NEWS!!!!  

 
The Saturday Academy has invited us to join them for the Saturday Academy’s 
Discovery Luncheon on March 3, 2016, at the Oregon Zoo.  This is a “free” lunch-
eon for people to come and learn about the Saturday Academy.  Yes, it is a fundrais-
er, too.  You will be asked to consider making a contribution.  There is no minimum 
and no maximum gift requested.  As much as anything, they want people to come 
and find out about the great programs offered.  Barbara Spencer, Ilga Ross, Kathe 
Hart, and Sue Thomas attended last year and had a wonderful catered lunch and en-
joyed an excellent program.  If  you are interested in attending, please contact 
Sue Thomas, sueonoak@comcast.net or (503)427-0403. 
 
Girls Engage Technology is the program that AAUW is partnering with Saturday 
Academy and the Girl Scouts to teach middle-school girls computer programming.  
We now have a schedule for sessions that you may volunteer for in February and 
March.  It is every Sunday from 1 to 4 at the Girl Scout Headquarters in Portland.  
It is great fun, and you, too, can learn to program.  You will need to have a back-
ground check, which we can facilitate.  If  you are interested in participating, please 
contact Lisa Perrine, lperrine65@comcast.net, (503)648-1691 or Sue Thomas, sue-
onoak@comcast.net, (503)427-0403. 
 
Lisa and Sue are in the process of  organizing a STEM committee in the coming 
month, so if  you are interested in the committee, please let us know. 

 

 

Word of the Month 

fugacious 

 
Meaning:  adj. (1) passing away quickly; evanescent; (2) Botany  withering or dropping off 
early 

  

Origin:  Latin fugax (stem fugac-), swift, fleeting, from  fugere, to flee 

 

First used:  1634 

mailto:sueonoak@comcast.net
mailto:lperrine65@comcast.net
mailto:sueonoak@comcast.net
mailto:sueonoak@comcast.net
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AAUW’s Elect Her Training Comes 
Back to PSU for the Fourth Year 

 

On Tuesday, February 9th from 5 to 7:30 pm, female college stu-

dents from PSU and other neighboring colleges will attend Elect 

Her, a training program sponsored by AAUW and Running 

Smart, which prepares college women to run for student govern-

ment offices at their colleges.  AAUW will send Susannah Well-

ford, the founder of Running Start, to facilitate the session.  Par-

ticipants will hear about the nuts and bolts of running for office 

from an elected female official and then about student government elections from the PSU Student Govern-

ment President, a former graduate of Elect Her.  Leadership skills for networking, communication and fund-

raising will be taught and practiced during the session.  The training will culminate in individual student elec-

tion speeches to the larger group.  The 2016 program is coordinated by PSU’s Center for Women’s Leader-

ship, the Student Government Advisory Office and AAUW Portland Branch. 

 

 

————————————————————————————————————- 

Join the Fun; Help Win the Contest 
 

Join Portland Branch members  by participating in the State-sponsored Action Alert contest. It is really sim-
ple and if Portland wins, we get a $150 prize that the board can apply to a worthy cause.  Here is what you 
have to do… 

Go to the AAUW Portland Branch website. Scroll down to “Links to Other Websites of Interest” and 
select either the National AAUW 2-minute Activist link or the more general National AAUW link. 
(The 2-minute Activist will take you directly to where you need to be). 

Follow the directions to join the 2-minute Activist Alert/ AAUW Action Network and you will be en-
rolled as an active member of the network for the period of the contest which runs from January 1, 
2016 –March 15, 2016. [Enrollment is time limited and unless your name is B. Spencer, B. Gaines, P. 
Garner, L. Hollomon, O. Howard, A. McKinney, L. Stern, D. Winn, L. Wood, you are NO longer 
registered as active in the national data base]. 

Once enrolled you will receive 2-minute Activist Alerts on a periodic basis from National asking you to 
email your Senators or Representatives on issues of importance to the association. 

Simply reply—at least once between January and March 15th— to the national request and contact the ap-
propriate Congressperson(s). Hit the “Submit” button at the bottom of the letter and you will con-
tribute to our percentage response and our chance to be the winning Branch.  You may, of course, 
feel free to respond many times and support our Advocacy agenda, which is the real purpose of the 
contest.  

 

 Questions call Barbara Gaines, 503.688.6650. Happy New Year to one and all. 
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Member Update/Information 

 

Jane Robinson is a new member of  the Branch. 

 1419 SE 107th Ave, #502 

 Portland, OR 97216 

 503 719-4748 

 robinson777@gmail.com  

 

Katie Raetz is a new member of  the Branch. 

 4795 N. Amherst St. 

 Portland, OR 97203 

 503 720-8188 

 kmraetz@yahoo.com 

 

Shirley Hess has a new e-mail address. 

 robertwhess@comcast.net 

 

______________________________________________ 
 

AAUW Lobby Day 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

State Capitol in Salem 

 

Make your voice heard!  And hear about a new and significant research study prepared by the 
Women’s Foundation of  Oregon about the status of  women and girls in our State.  This kind of  
study is the first of  its kind since 1998. 

 

In addition to visiting legislators, participants will dis-
cuss lobbying and how to support the issues that are 
important to us.  The women-themed Raise the Wage 
Day will also occur on February 10 in Salem.  The 
Raise the Wage coalition is advocating for an increase in 
in the minimum wage to $13.50. 

 

The registration form for Lobby Day and more infor-
mation can be found on page 10. 
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Study and Interest Groups February 2016. . . . 
Interest groups that are not at capacity welcome new members.  They are indicated by an “(open)” below.  Call the contact person for more 
information and to rsvp.  And to start a new group, just contact Donna Pregill, 503 292-8659 or dmp503@gmail.com.  

Art Enjoyment  (open) 
Second Wednesdays 
Date: February 10 
Meet at 12:15 in the cafe of the Portland Art Museum 
Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503-762-1094 or jaswans@century link.net  
 
Breakfast in Bridgetown (open) 
Second Thursdays, 9:00 am, unless otherwise stated 
Date: February 11 
Bob’s Red Mill, 500 SE International Way, Milwaukie 
Contact:  Sue Trotter, 503-659-5678 
 
Classics: Past, Present and Future (open) 
Third Thursdays, 7:00 pm 
Date:  No February meeting 
Contact: Kathy Phillips, 503-901-0162 
 
Curtain Call (open) 
Usually second Thursdays, featuring the performing arts 
Date:  February 11 
The Call at the Profile Theatre 
Contact: Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 
 
Digital Age  (open) 
Learn the technology you want to know 
Third Wednesdays, every even month, 1-2:30 pm 
Date:  February 17 
Topic:  Facebook follow-up 
Contact:  Ilga Ross, 503-692-6602 
 
First Tuesday Reader’s Theater (open) 
Coffee 10:00, performance at 10:30 
Date:  February 2 
Dear Elizabeth by Sarah Ruhl 
Old Church, 1422 SW 11th (and Clay) 
Contact:  Judy Holt, 503-387-5602 
 
AAUW Happy Hour (open) 
A time to relax, chat and nibble 
Date: February 25, 4 pm 
Muselet, 3750 SW Bond St. 
Contact: Suzanne Flemming, 714-898-6456 
 
Literary Comments and Criticism I  
Third Tuesdays, 12 noon 
Date:  February 16 
A Room with a View by E.M. Forester 
Discussioon Leader/Hostess:  Doris Green 
 
Literary Comments and Criticisms II (open)  
Fourth Thursdays, 11:30 am 
Date:  February 25 
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 
Hostess:  Ellen Rice 
Contact:  Kate Skelton, 503-335-7140 
 

 

 

Literary Comments and Criticisms III  
Second Tuesdays, 9:30 am  
Date: February 9 
The Book of the Unknown Americans by  
   Christina Henriquez 
Hostess:  Sue Trotter 
 
Modern Fiction (open) 
Fourth Tuesdays, 11:30 am 
Date: February 23 
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 
Hostess:  Rose Toufexis 
Contact:  Rose Toufexis, 971 271-8980 
 
Movie Mavens (open) 
Monthly meetings to select and discuss movies 
Second Friday, 1:30 pm 
Date:  February 12 
Hostess:  Suzanne Flemming 
Contact:  Kathryn Symmes, 503-422-5925 
 
Non-Fiction Book Group I  
Third Wednesday, 9:30 am  
Date: February 17 
The Collector by Jack Nisbet 
Hostess:  Donna Pregill 
Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 
 
Non-Fiction Book Group II (open) 
Third Fridays, 7 pm 
Date:  February 19 
Cadillac Desert by Marc Reisner 
Hostess:  Joyce Lew 
Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503 372-6338 
 
Public Policy (open)   
Third Wednesdays, every odd month, 1-2:30 pm 
Date:  No February meeting 
Contact:  Barbara Gaines, 503 688-6650 
 
Sleuth Sisters  
Fourth Wednesdays, lunch and discussion 
Date:  February 24, 1 pm at Ernesto’s  
Blue Shoes and Happiness by Alexander Smith McCall 
 
Wimpy Walkers (open) 

First Friday or Saturday, 3-4 miles with breakfast/lunch 

Date:  TBD 

Location:  TBD 

Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503-762-1094 
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Portland Women in the News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samaura Stone has been awarded a Women and Public Policy Congressional Fellowship.  

The fellowships are extended each year to a select number of  students pursuing a graduate degree 
or those who have recently completed a master’s, doctorate, or professional degree with a proven 
commitment to equity for women. Fellows gain practical policymaking experience and graduate 
credit as they work from January to August in congressional offices in Washington DC.  

Samaura has a BA and a MSW from Portland State University and is a former community liaison 
for Senator Jeff  Merkley.  She served as an AAUW Student Advisor and was our 2014 May 
Luncheon speaker.  Congratulations Samaura! 

 

Liz Estabrooks, a Portland Branch member, was chosen to serve as the first Oregon Wom-

en’s Veteran Coordinator.  This new position was mandated legislatively in 2015 to assist women 
veterans and their families in accessing their veteran’s benefits.  The position is tasked to identify 
and break down the barriers that are keeping Oregon women veterans from accessing medical 
services, educational benefits, employment training, housing opportunities and other support ser-
vices.  

Liz has a BA from Eastern Oregon University and a MSSW from Columbia University.  She is a 

strategic consultant, writer and former social policy planner.  Congratulations Liz! 
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Consider Hosting a Scholarship  

Fundraising Event 

 

As most (if  not all) of  you know, 2015-16 is the second year we are having small events in mem-
bers’ homes to raise funds for our PCC Scholarship.  Last 
year’s events were varied and impressive, but WE NEED 
YOU to consider hosting a small  

gathering to support this effort in the coming year. 

 

You can host (or co-host) a picnic, dinner, lunch, brunch,  

movie night . . .  Let your imagination run wild!  Whatever  

you can imagine would make a fun/enlightening/pleasant  

event and help provide women at PCC who plan to  

continue their education with necessary funds to do so.   

There is no minimum number of  guests required for you 
to host an event.  Any number—from 4 to 400—would be 
great!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For further information, contact Judy Holt,  jholt58@gmail.com  or 503-387-5602. 

 

————————————————————————————————————— 

 
Study Group Close Up—Classics:  Past, Present & Future 

 
 

The Classics study group meets in the evening, the third Thursday of  the month (alternate 
months), at the homes of  the members.  Book selection occurs in June for the following year.  

Our original purpose was to read and discuss classical literature; however, our reading choices 
have evolved and now include nonfiction and current fiction titles, as well as earlier works.  

 

We are a small group and would love to have new members.  Expanding would allow us to vary 
our selections even more. Please contact Kathy Phillips if  you would like to join us. 

mailto:jholt58@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Floral Sunshine Recommendation 

For all your formal floral needs, do use Floral Sunshine, the 
women-owned floral design studio who made a generous dona-
tion of  flowers to our 110th anniversary celebration.   A member 
recently used their services for her daughter’s wedding and gave 
a glowing recommendation.  It is important that we recognize 
our supporters with a strong endorsement.  To learn more about 
Floral Sunshine, check their website: https://floralsunshine.com.  
Spread the word among family and friends!.. 

   

Half-Price Dues 

Do you have friends or possibly a family member who is interested in belonging to AAUW? 
Well, this is the time to invite them in. From January 1 to March 15, 2016, AAUW offers ½ 
priced dues. This is as good as the after-holiday sales. Your invitee will be able to enjoy the 
next 6 months of  membership, programs and friendships for half  of  the usual cost. If, as we 
hope, they continue their membership at the end of  this fiscal year (July 1, 2016), they will be 
billed for our regular dues then.  See page 11 for a copy of  the half-price application form. 

 

 

https://floralsunshine.com
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REGISTRATION for 

2016 AAUW OF OREGON LOBBY DAY 

Room 50, Capitol Building, Salem 

February 10, 2016, Check In at 8:30 a.m.  
Registration Fee is $15 and includes lunch.  

LOBBY DAY HIGHLIGHTS: 

Opening remarks from Senator and President Pro Tempore Diane Rosenbaum 

An overview of Legislative Priorities from Representative Carla Piluso 

A panel on Priorities for the Women and Girls of Oregon includes: 

Emily Evans, Executive Director, Women’s Foundation of Oregon – who will share as much as 

she can about an Exciting, New Report on the Status of Women and Girls in Oregon 

Lisa Dodson, PhD and Masters in Public Health – who will discuss her research regarding the im-

plications of women’s wage inequities 

Courtney Graham, Communications Director, Raise the Wage – who will provide us an update 

on the campaign to increase the minimum wage in Oregon 

  

WHO TO CONTACT: 
Claire Berger, Lobby Day Chair at claire.berger248@gmail.com 

Trish Garner, Public Policy Chair at garner37@mac.com 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE February 8, 2016 – Register Now 

Name________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 

AAUW Branch__________________________________________________________________________ 

Lunch Options  ____Meat      ____Vegan  

 

At the conclusion of the Lobby Day Program: I wish to:   

 _____ Meet with My Senator or House Representative, OR _____Not Meet with a Legislator, OR 

 _____Meet with this Legislator __________________________________________________ 

 We will do our very best to honor these requests, but legislators’ calendars are moving targets! 

 

Registration forms and fees should be sent to: 

 

 Claire Berger 

 2789 Heather Way 

 Forest Grove, OR 97116 

 

 

Driving: Exit 256 / N Market Street from I5, Left on Summer, After you pass Marion Street – there is a parking lot to the right ($6.00 a 
day).  A block of rooms has been reserved at the Grand Hotel for February 9th. 
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AFTER HOLIDAY HALF PRICE SALE -  thru March 15 2015  

Note: Full 1 year dues are due July2016 for 2016-17 

Portland Branch AAUW Membership Form 2015-2016 New □Renewal□ 

NAME   

New members, please fill in information. Renewing members, fill in any fields that have changed. 

Address   

Email   

Phone Number(s):       

Occupation: (Retired? List previous occupation)    

Degree(s) and School(s):   

 

Dues Category: Amount 

 

Contributions: 

 

Mail this form and check(s) to: AAUW, P.O. Box 8933, Portland, OR 97207 

Make check payable to AAUW Portland Branch Total enclosed:   

I am interested in: 

 

I would be willing to: 

 Host events in my home    Assist someone else who is hosting 

  Phone members re:meetings    Bring refreshments to events 

  Help organize events   Just call me when you need something 

 

REGULAR MEMBER   $49 National + $16 State + $15 Branch 
($46 is tax deductible) 

= $80 NOW $40 

PAID LIFE MEMBER   $ 0  National + $16 State + $15 Branch = $31   

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 50+ years in AAUW = $ 0   

DUAL MEMBER   State and National paid to primary branch = $15   

STUDENT AFFILIATE   $17 National + $3 State + $2 Branch = $22   

“STEM” BRANCH ACTION PROJECT (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)   

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP Donated to a student at PCC. 
For tax deduction, make separate check to “PCC Foundation.” 

  

AAUW FUNDS (formerly called Educational Foundation or “EF”) 
For tax deduction, make separate check to “AAUW Funds.” 

  

  Fundraising Committee   Scholarship Committee 
  Holiday Luncheon Committee   STEM Committee 
  Program Committee   Study Groups 
  PSU Partnership   Welcoming Committee 
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AAUW Program Schedule 2015-16 

  

 

February  
         8 Women in the Trades 
       10 AAUW Lobby Day (see p. 10 )  
 
March 12 Branch Annual Meeting 
 
April 22-24 AAUW Oregon State Convention 
 Medford, OR 
 
May 19 Honor’s Luncheon & Installation 
  of Officers 

Visit us on the web: 

National:  

www.aauw.org 
                                                   

                                Oregon:          

        http://aauw-or.aauw.net/ 

 

Portland:  

www:aauwpdx.org     

 

  NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS  

WELCOME 

The Rose City Reporter is a publica-

tion of the Portland Branch of AAUW, 
a non-profit organization, published 
eight times a year (Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec./Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., 

May/June) as a membership service. 

 

AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, and research.  

In principle and practice, AAUW val-

ues and seeks a diverse membership. 
There shall be no barriers to full par-
ticipation in this organization on the 
basis of gender, race, creed, age, sex-

ual orientation, national origin or 

disability. 
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