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Please join us in the lovely garden room 
of the Mirabella!  Enjoy delicious food 
and catch up with old and new members.  
During the Annual Meeting, members 
will have the opportunity to elect officers 
and convention delegates, and hear from 
program officers and committee heads.  
Following the Annual Meeting, we are 
honored to have Patty Cassidy, President 
of Friends of the Memory Garden, speak 
to us about Gardening for Seniors and 
Wellness. 

Parking is free on Saturdays in the 

OHSU Whitaker Parking Lot across the 
street from the Mirabella.  The lot is     
located on Bond Ave.nue between SW 
Curry St. and SW Whitaker St.  Two en-
trances to the lot are on Whitaker. 

We also encourage you to take the Port-
land Street car which runs about every 15 
minutes on weekends.  The stop at SW 
Lowell & Bond at the South Waterfront 
District is one block from the Mirabella. 

RSVP to: Joyce Kligman,                      
joyceslk@comcast.net,                              
[503] 698-1583, by Friday, April 5. 

Brunch and Annual Meeting 

Patty Cassidy . . . . . . . .  

Patty Cassidy combines 
over 30 years of profes-
sional experience as a 
mental health counselor, 
educator, Master Gar-
dener, and most recently, 
a registered horticultural 
therapist. 

Her current work as a 
horticultural therapist is a 
natural extension of her 
training and experience as 
a counselor and her life-
long love of gardening.  
She states, “I love being 
in a profession where I 
can share my enthusiasm, 
experience, and knowl-
edge.  The natural world 

is a sacred thing for me—
it has the power to keep 
us afloat in good times 
and bad.” 

Patty is President of 
Friends of the Portland 
Memory Garden.  The 
Portland Memory Garden 
is specifically designed to 
meet the needs of those 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
and other forms of mem-
ory loss, and is one of 
only two such gardens in 
the U.S. built on public 
land  
(www.portlandmemorygar
den.org). 

Patty is the author of The 
Illustrated Practical Guide to 
Gardening for Seniors, and 
The Age-Proof Garden:  101 
Practical ideas and projects for 
stress-free, low maintenance 
senior gardening. 
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Dear Members,  

It is hard to believe that we are in the month of April.  Where has the year gone?  From 
the AAUW perspective it has been a busy and fruitful year so far. We are proud of what 
this branch has achieved.  We have worked hard to welcome new members to the 
branch, hold mission-critical programs, strengthen our relationship with Portland State 
University (PSU), and develop our common interests with fellow members in small 
groups.  The Portland Branch has a total membership of 90 with 15 new members join-
ing during this period.  Key to this membership increase has been the formation of the 
Welcoming Committee, a group of members based on geographic location who serve as a 
point of contact for new or potential members.  Their success in reaching out to these 
women and initiating them on AAUW in general, and the Portland Branch in particular, 
has been instrumental in the branch’s membership growth.  
 
On many fronts this has been an especially successful period for our branch in meeting 
AAUW’s goals.  We thank everyone who participated in the very successful twig viewing 
of Miss Representation.  Read the summary article in this newsletter – major kudos to 
Diane Winn and Joyce Kligman for their creativity and hard work in putting this impor-
tant branch event together.  As result of a successful fundraiser and donations we have 
enough money to offer two $1,000 scholarships to a PCC female student.  Also our 
membership has contributed $4,193.50 to AAUW Funds to assist their work with advo-
cacy, education, philanthropy, and research initiatives.  We collaborated with PSU on the 
campus offerings of $tart $mart, facilitated by branch members, Nancy Thomas and Jane 
Lancaster, and Elect Her training, both designed to empower college women with special 
self-awareness and skill building techniques.   
 

From now through May, we have some special opportunities to stay involved with the 
branch and the national office.  On Tuesday, April 9th we will observe Equal Pay Day 
with an “unhappy Happy Hour” in recognition of the wage disparity between women and 
men.  The event is in support of the Equal Pay Act.  The branch’s annual meeting will be 
held on Saturday, April 13th, at the Mirabella.  This special meeting is our members’ op-
portunity to select officers for board vacancies, approve convention delegates, hear 
branch reports and make their opinions known.  It is really your meeting.  As a special 
treat we will have a guest speaker.  For more information on these two events, see the 
articles in this newsletter.  From April 19th to 21st, the AAUW State Convention will be 
held in Garibaldi, OR.   Here delegates will vote on by-law changes and learn more about 
important AAUW issues at the state and national levels.  As part of this branch’s commu-
nity service events, we will help with spring gardening at PSU’s Walk of the Heroines.  
We end our program season with the May 16th Honors Luncheon and Installation of Of-
ficers at Jake’s Grill.  Finally be sure to vote on the national slate of officers and board of 
directors during the period from April 15th to June 20th.  More information will be sent to 
you in the next AAUW issue of Outlook. 

None of this would be happening without the hard work of all of our members.  Your 
energy, interest and passion have contributed to a successful year. We are committed to 
AAUW missions and goals, mission-critical programs, support for young women.  We 
also enjoy each other’s company which adds something special to our activities.  We are 
proud to be members of the AAUW Portland Branch. 

                                  Peggy Hickman and Barbara Spencer, Co-Presidents 

A Message from Our Co-Presidents 
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The State Board of Higher Edu-
cation on Thursday named Dr. 
Melody Rose interim chancellor 
of the Oregon University System. 
The system oversees the state's 
seven public universities.   Rose 
previously served as vice chancel-
lor for academic strategies. She is 
the first female chancellor for the 
university system. 
 
"I'm very excited about working 
with our many partners to ad-
vance the state's educational 
goals," Rose said in a news re-
lease. "Our job is to increase stu-
dent success and degrees in the 
state. This is a turning point in 
higher education in Oregon, dur-
ing which new technology, teach-
ing innovations, and efficiency 
gains will help us meet the state’s 
education and workforce needs." 
Rose holds a bachelor’s degree in 
politics from the University of 
California at Santa Cruz. She 

holds two master's degrees and a 
Ph.D. from Cornell University. 

"Dr. Rose has built a reputation 
as an innovator, strategic thinker, 
and a leader who gets things 
done. She is an obvious choice to 
lead the university system as we 
work to advance innovations in 
teaching and learning, collaborate 
with our many partners across the 
education spectrum, and ensure 
that students have a clear path to 
a degree," said Higher Education 
Board President Matt Donegan, 
in a news release. "Strengthening 
Oregon’s communities, workforce 
and economy is higher educa-
tion’s most important outcome 
for the state." The board will not 
make a decision about hiring a 
permanent chancellor until the 
Legislature acts on several pro-
posals for higher education re-
form. 

In 2011 Dr. Rose spoke to Port-
land Branch members at the May 
Honors Luncheon.  
 

every dollar their male counter-
parts are paid -- a gap of 23 cents. 
So, because women earn less, they 
must work 16 months to earn the 
same wages that men earn in 12 
months. Join us on this symbolic 
day to socialize and signal 
our dissatisfaction with the 
wage gap. Wear RED to 
symbolize how far women 
are “in the red” with their 
pay! Men and non-members 
welcome. 

Tuesday, April 9, 2013, is the na-
tional observance of Equal Pay 
Day, the day when women and 
men around the country recog-
nize the wage gap between work-
ing women and men. April is 
symbolic of the point into the 
new year that a woman must 
work in order to earn the wages 
paid to a man in the previous 
year. According to statistics re-
leased in 2012 by the United 
States Census Bureau, women are 
paid, on average, 77 cents for 

 Equal Pay Day                 
“Unhappy Hour”                 
Oven & Shaker                       

1134 NW Everett St, Portland   
April 9, 3-5 pm 
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AAUW Member and Supporter Melody Rose Will be 
Interim Higher Education Chancellor  

Tuesday, April 9 - Equal Pay Day        

            “un-Happy Hour”  

http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/search/results?q=Melody%20Rose
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/or/beaverton/oregon_university_system/2214406
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/ny/ithaca/cornell_university/212254
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/search/results?q=Matt%20Donegan


Literary Comments & Criticism by Day 
Fourth Thursdays, 11:30 am (at capacity) 
Date:  April 25 
The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 
Hostesses:  Eileen Elliott/Anna Elliott 
 
Literary Comments & Criticism by Night 
Third Tuesdays, 6:30 pm (at capacity) 
Date:  April 16 
Swamplandia by Karen Russell 
Hostess:  Jane Lancaster/Doris Green 
Discussion Leader:  Linda Stern 
 
Literary Comments & Criticism III 
Second Tuesdays, 9:30 am (at capacity)  
Date:  April 9 
Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K. Jerome   
Hostess:  Julie Donaldson   
 
Movie Mavens (informal movie group) 
No set dates or times 
If interested, call Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338  
 
Non-fiction Book Group I 
Third Wednesdays, 9:30 am (at capacity) 
Date:  April 17 
In the Garden of Beasts by Eric Larson 
Hostess:  Anna Helm 
Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 
 
Non-fiction Book Group II 
GROUP FORMING NOW 
Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 
 
Sleuth Sisters (mystery book club) 
Fourth Wednesdays, 1 pm lunch & discussion 
Date:  April 24, at Ernesto, 8544 SW Apple Way 
1222 by Anne Holt 
Contact:  Jane Lancaster, 503-284-1670 
 
Wimpy Walkers  
First Friday or Saturday, 3-4 miles with breakfast/lunch 
Date: Saturday, April 6, 10 am 
2.4 mile walk--downtown Milwaukie and Riverfront 
Meet at City Hall (SE Harrison & Main);                  
lunch to follow 
Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503-762-1094 

Art Enjoyment  
Second Wednesdays 
Date:  April 10 
Meet at 12:15 in the gift shop area of the Portland Art 
Museum to join the Midday Art Break on the Carrie 
Mae Weems exhibit 
Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503-762-1094 or                jas-

wan@centurylink.net                                           to 

rsvp and/or be added to the e-mail reminder list  

Breakfast in Bridgetown 
Second Thursdays, 9:00 am, unless otherwise stated 
Date:  April 11 
2nd floor Main Post Office 
715 NW Hoyt. St. 
Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 
 
Classics:  Past, Present and Future 
Second Thursdays, 7:30 pm 
No April meeting  
Contact:  Kathy Phillips, 503-901-0162 
 
Curtain Call   
Usually second Thursdays, featuring the performing 
arts 
Date:  April 4 
Paul Taylor Dance Co. @ Newmark Theatre 
Contact:  Linda Stern, 503-232-5637 
 
First Tuesday Reader’s Theatre 
Coffee 10 am; Performance 10:30 am 
Date:  April 2 
Artichoke by Joanna McClelland Glass 
Old Church—1422 SW 11th (& Clay); $8 
Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 
 
Gourmet Lite Food for Thought 
Date and location:  TBA (at capacity) 
Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 
 
AAUW Happy Hour 
A time to relax, chat, and nibble 
Date:  Tuesday, April 30th, 4:00 pm 
Andina, 1314 NW Glisan 
Contact:  Barbara Alberty, 503-222-2423 
 
 

Study and Interest Groups April 2013 . . . . 
Except for the few groups that are at capacity, all interest groups are open to all members.  Call the contact person for more information and to rsvp.  
And to start a new group, just contact Linda Stern, 503 232-5637 or lindamstern@comcast.net.  

mailto:jaswan@centurylink.net
mailto:jaswan@centurylink.net
mailto:lindamstern@comcast.net


The new logo also comes 
with a descriptive tagline, 
Empowering women since 
1881, that honors our im-
pressive 131-year history. 
The logo highlights the 
“W” in AAUW’s name, re-
flecting the organization’s 
focus on women; the line 
and circle signify AAUW’s 
forward momentum, now 
and in the years to come. 
This is only the fourth logo 
change in AAUW’s history and the first in more than 20 years.  
 
The website is clearer and more user-friendly and focuses on the stories behind the work of AAUW. The site will 
meet potential members where they are - online, on a mobile device, or on a tablet  - and invite them to become 
actively engaged with the AAUW community by responding, commenting, donating, or joining. 
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AAUW Unveils a Bold Look for a New Era 

     Branch Positions Available 

  

Want to become more involved with the Branch?  Have skills to share or want to learn new skills? 

If so, We Want You! 

The Portland Branch will have a number of vacant positions in the upcoming months.  

Newsletter Editor – Leanna Lindquist, our renowned newsletter editor will be leaving this position after 
years of faithful service to the branch.  We would like to fill this position immediately so the person can 
train with Leanna and work on the next newsletter.  We are looking for someone creative, hardworking, 
detail oriented, and with some knowledge of publishing software. 

 
Public Policy Chair – This is a mission-critical position.  We are looking for someone interested in promot-

ing AAUW programs and relevant legislation at the local, state and national levels.  In particular this posi-
tion will interface with the League of Women Voters and other advocacy groups in pressing AAUW’s 
agenda with elected representatives in Salem.  Most importantly the position will keep branch members 
informed about what is going on in the public policy arena. 

 
Publicity/Communications Chair – Getting branch publicity within local media sources and using social 

media is important for branch recognition and membership.  We are looking for a publicity/
communications chair to take on this responsibility by serving as the official source of branch news.  The 
person should be computer oriented and have good oral and written communications skills. 

Want to volunteer for any of these positions?  If interested, please contact Peggy (cphickman@msn.com, 
503-688-6704) or Barbara (baspen013@earthlink.net, 503-477-7372).   

mailto:cphickman@msn.com
mailto:baspen013@earthlink.net
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Nominations will be accepted from the floor at the an-
nual meeting, provided that the nominee has given 
prior acceptance in writing. 
 
Many thanks to the members of the Nominating Com-
mittee, Ilga Ross, Diane Winn, Donna Pregill and 
Maxine McComas, for their service. Thank you to the 
the nominees for accepting and for their willingness to 
serve the branch.     Kathe Hart 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to offer the 
following slate of officers to be elected at the Annual 
Membership Meeting on April 13th:  
 

Study Group Vice President  ~ Donna Pregill                      
Treasurer  ~ Ilga Ross                                  
Membership Vice Preside ~ Kathe Hart        
Director-at-Large ~ Sherry Bjaastad 

Join us for our 11th annual Hon-
ors Luncheon and Installation of 
Officers. We are delighted to have 
Samaura Stone, PSU student and 
member of the AAUW’s National 
Student Advisory Council, as our 
guest speaker.  

Thursday, May 16th             
11:00 am - 1:30 pm               
Jake’s Grill                               
611 SW 10th Ave, Portland  

Cost: $26   

For further information contact:  
Diane Winn dgwinn@uci.edu, 
503-954-3976  

More details will appear in our 
May/June issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the Portland Branch website 

– www.aauwpdx.org – for your 

source of branch information 

 Up-to-date news on the      

branch 

 More in-depth information 

about programs 

 Branch newsletters, current 

and archived 

 Links to AAUW-relevant com-

munity and national news 
Contact webmaster Ilga Ross, 

ilgaross@yahoo.com, with any 

comments. 

desert and spent the night in a Berber 

tent.  In southern Spain, they enjoyed the 

holiday lights and amazing tapas. 

Barbara Spencer has been nominated to 

serve on the Oregon Commission for 

Woman and will appear before the Senate 

Rules Committee as part of the confirma-

tion process.  She has also received a 

consultant contract from TriMet to assist 

with an operations review. 

Anna Helm and a friend recently returned 

This “section” of the newsletter is dedi-

cated to sharing the goings on of our 

branch members—special birthdays, 

travels, recognitions, etc.  Send your in-

formation to Linda Stern 

(lindamstern@comcast.net) and don’t be 

shy.  We all could use a pat on the back 

or a “wow!  You did that?” once in 

awhile. 

Diane Winn spent the winter holidays 

traveling with her husband and two sons.  

In Morocco, they rode on camels into the 

from a week sailing the South Pacific—

specifically to Tahiti, Bora Bora and 

Moorea.  She said it was a wonderful 

winter break in a beautiful location. 

Samaura Stone, an AAUW National Stu-

dent Advisory Council Member from 

PSU, has been selected to attend the 2013 

Clinton Global Initiative University an-

nual meeting in St. Louis.  Samaura will 

be the speaker at our branch luncheon in 

May. 
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AAUW Portland Branch  
     REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

AAUW Honors Luncheon and  

Installation of Officers   

Goings On 

Go to the Web for 
Branch News 

http://www.aauwpdx.org
mailto:ilgaross@yahoo.com
mailto:lindamstern@comcast.net


New Address 
Anita Birkland 
6140 SW Boundary St. Apt 232 
Portland, OR 97221-1076 
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In February, an experiment with the delivery of the Branch monthly 
program was undertaken. During the month, 29 women attended one 
of our five Twig meetings (small group in-home meetings) to view and 
discuss Miss Representation. The film explores how the media’s mis-
representations of women have led to the underrepresentation of 
women in positions of power and influence. The film was well received 
and illustrated just how pervasive a problem this really is.  

Feedback about the format of the Twig meetings has been very posi-
tive with universal agreement that these meetings should be considered 
again next year. Specific comments from the evaluations include:  

Group enjoyed the film and the discussions.   

Small group format worked because people felt free to talk openly 

Discussion was easy and comfortable 

Small group facilitates building on one another’s thoughts and comments as well as allowing time to question 
contributors 

Home setting is conducive to openness and participants are more likely to share observations honestly and 
freely.   

Attendees also reported that they liked having the opportunity to select a time and location that was conven-
ient for them.  

Small groups in private homes are more welcoming to new members and conducive to good discussions.  

Special thanks go out to Peggy Hickman, Linda Loftin, Gail Post, Barbara Spencer and Sue Thomas for hosting 
the Twig meetings!   
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Twig Meetings a Hit!  

Anita Birkland Celebrating 
her 93rd Birthday with the 
Thursday Book Group 

AAUW State Convention 

Delegates to be Voted on 

at Annual Meeting 

Based on membership totals, four delegate 
seats have been allotted to the Portland 
Branch.  The following four members have been proposed 
as delegates for the state convention: 

 

   Peggy Hickman 

   Jane Lancaster 

   Ilga Ross 

   Barbara Spencer 

 
 



Follow the instructions as re-
quested for renewal.  

Your dues go to National first, 
and then are distributed back to 
State and Branch by electronic 
bank deposit. Portland Branch 
has used MSP this past year for 

reporting and has 
tested MPP. It is 
efficient and accu-
rate. MSP is also the 
place to report any 
change in contact 
information, al-
though your branch 

treasurer should still be notified as 
before. 

Page 8 

NEW SERVICE: MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL BY CREDIT CARD 

NE WS LE TT ER  TI T LE  

Beginning March 16, you can re-
new your membership for 2013-
2014 using your credit card. Our 
branch opted to participate in the 
Membership Payment Program 
(MPP) through the Member Ser-
vices Database (MSD) offered by 
National. Of course, you can still 
mail in your renewal form 
(included in this issue) along with 
your check, as always.  Deadline 
for renewal is not until June 30, 
but we wanted everyone to be 
aware of the new credit card op-
tion. Contact Ilga Ross, Treasurer, 
at ilgaross@yahoo.com, if you 
have questions. 

 

Here is how to renew by credit 
card: 

Go to the national website at 
http://www.aauw.org/resource/
member-services-database/ 

Click on “Enter the MSD”. (If it 
is your first time at this site, 
you will have to register 
using your member num-
ber. Member numbers can 
be found in your Branch 
Directory.) 

Log in with member num-
ber and the password you 
created 

Click on “Renew my Member-
ship” in the left-hand column 

President, Elsie Dustin (on left) and Secretary, Linda Holt of the Port-
land Women's Club spoke Monday, March 4 at the PSU Women's 
Resource Center about the history of their club. 

mailto:ilgaross@yahoo.com
http://www.aauw.org/resource/member-services-database/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/member-services-database/


Portland Branch AAUW Membership Form 2013-2014          New □   Renewal□ 

Renewals due by June 30, 2013 

NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Member # (if known)_______________________________ 

 Preferred method of contact (for special events):    email □    telephone □ 

New members, please fill in information. Renewing members, fill in any fields that have changed. 

 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s):     ________________________      ________________________  

 

Occupation: (Retired? List previous occupation) ______________________________________ 

 

Degree(s) and School(s):_________________________________________________________ 

*****   

DUES:    (AAUW of Oregon dues includes $1 for subscription to the Oregon News.) 

 

Financial assistance up to one-half ($40) is available in order to join/renew.  For eligibility criteria, contact Treas-

urer Ilga Ross at ilgaross@yahoo.com or 503-692-6602. 

 

Category:                    Amount 

 
Contributions: 

                   
Make check payable to AAUW Portland Branch.                      Total enclosed:___________ 

Mail this form and check(s) to: AAUW, P.O. Box 8975, Portland, OR 97207 

 

I am interested in:  

  __ PSU Partnership        __ Study Groups                                                                                                                                   

The following committees: __Holiday Luncheon   __Fundraising   __Program    __Scholarship   __STEM  __Welcoming   

 

I would be willing to:  

____ Host events in my home        ____ Assist someone else who is hosting  

____ Phone members re: meetings      ____ Bring refreshments to events (these don't have to be homemade) 

____ Help organize events                  ____ Just call me when you need something 

  REGULAR MEMBER   $49 National + $16 State + $15 

Branch 
($46 is tax deductible) 

= $80   

  PAID LIFE MEMBER   $ 0  National + $16 State + $15 Branch = $31   

  HONORARY LIFE MEMBER      50+ years in AAUW = $ 0   

  DUAL MEMBER   State and National paid to primary branch = $15   

  STUDENT AFFILIATE   $17 National + $3 State + $2 Branch = $22   

  DUES ASSIST for members who need financial assistance with dues.   

  LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP Donated to a student at PCC. 

For tax deduction, make separate check to “PCC Foundation.” 

  

  AAUW FUNDS (formerly called Educational Foundation or “EF”) 

For tax deduction, make separate check to “AAUW Funds.” 

  



AAUW Program Schedule 2013 

 April 

  9 - Equal Pay Day Unhappy Hour celebration 

12 - Gardening for Seniors Book Reading and       
Discussion 

13 - Annual Branch Meeting at Mirabella.  Gardening    
for Seniors Book Reading and Discussion by Patty 
Cassidy, Board Chair, Portland Memory Garden             
19-21 AAUW State Convention, Garibaldi                   
TBD – April/May Saturday – Volunteer Event:  
Gardening at Walk of Heroines 

May 

  2 - Walk of the Heroines Lecture 

16 - Honors Luncheon and installation of officers  
Jake’s Grill 

Visit us on the web: 

National:  

www.aauw.org 

                                                  Oregon:           

        http://aauw-or.aauw.net/ 
             Portland:                                

NEW  

MEMBERS  

ALWAYS  

WELCOME 

The Rose City Reporter is a publica-

tion of the Portland Branch of AAUW, 
a non-profit organization, published 
eight times a year (Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec./Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., 

May/June) as a membership service. 

 

AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, and research.  

In principle and practice, AAUW val-

ues and seeks a diverse membership. 
There shall be no barriers to full par-
ticipation in this organization on the 
basis of gender, race, creed, age, sex-

ual orientation, national origin or 

disability. 
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