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Promoting Education and Equity for Women and Girls 

Portland Branch                                                                                 March 2013                                  

Rose City Reporter 

Women’s History Month  
Portland Branch Program 
 
Pushing the Envelope:  
The Portland Women’s 
Club History and  
Accomplishments 
 
Presentation by. . . . .   
Elsie Dunsten, President 
and Linda Holt, Secretary, 
Portland Women’s Club  
Co-sponsored by Portland 
State University Women's 
Resource Center 
 
Monday ~ March 4 
 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm 
 
Portland State University 
Women’s Resource Center 
1802 SW 10th &  
Montgomery (Montgomery 
Hall basement) 
  
Join us to learn about the 
role that the Portland 
Women’s Club has had in 
improving the lives of 
women and children over 
its 118-year history.  

Women’s History Month 

In 1895 at a time when women had little public standing, a group of women 

came together and founded the Portland Women’s Club. The club pushed for 

the right of women to vote and later lobbied for city reforms, raising money 

and speaking for poor and disenfranchised people who had no voice.   

 

Over the years the club was involved in many social welfare issues affecting 

women and children. As detailed in Sandra Haarsager’s book “Organized 

Womanhood”, the club helped pass laws on child labor, and worked to im-

prove conditions for women in jail. In the early 1900’s the club rallied sup-

port to increase the salaries of school teachers. The club also worked to get 

women placed in positions usually held by men, like market inspector. Mem-

bers were instrumental in establishing public parks and fighting a city coun-

cil that wanted to cut down the trees that now line the Park Blocks. They ad-

vocated for kindergarten in public schools, pushed food safety laws and sent 

a letter to U.S. Sen. Wayne Morse urging the country to withdraw from the 

Vietnam War. 

 

Among other notable feats accomplished by the  

club was the organization of the first city-wide  

trash collecting service and pushing the legislature 

 to pass the very first library bill in the state. The 

 bill not only established the first free library in  

Portland, but it also established the framework for 

 the library system that is currently in place today. 

 

As the years passed, membership in the club grew 

 up until the early 1960s. This spike in the club’s  

growth was at its peak in the late 1950’s, and saw  

the club balloon to a level close to 500 members.  

This growth, however, was short lived. Membership  

in the club began to decline in the 1960’s. However, they continued to sup-

port the one constant in the club's history which was to help women get an 

education. When the group sold its clubhouse to a church in 2001, members 

took the money and used interest off the investment to offer even more 

scholarships.  

 

Please join us on March 4 at the PSU Women’s Resource Center to learn 

more about the history and amazing accomplishments of the Portland 

Women’s Club.   
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A Message from Our Co-Presidents…… 

 

AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN 

Portland Branch 
Board of Directors 

2012 - 2013 

Co-Presidents 
Peggy Hickman 
Barbara Spencer 

 
 

Membership VP 
Kathe Hart  
 

Program VP 
Diane Winn 
Joyce Kligman 
 

Study Group VP 
Linda Stern 
 

Treasurer 
Ilga Ross  
 
Recording Secretary 

Sue Thomas 
 
Director at Large 

Sherry Bjaastad 
 
Past Presidents 
Judy Holt 

Maxine McComas 
 
Bylaws Chair  
Sue Trotter 

 
AAUW Funds Chair 
Judy Holt 
 
Historian 

Available 
 
InterBranch Council 

Maxine McComas 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Leanna Lindquist  
 

Phone Tree 
Donna Pregill 
 
Public Policy 

Available 
 
Publicity 

Available  
 
Scholarship 
Barbara Gaines  

 
Website 
Ilga Ross 
 
Photographer 

Julie Donaldson 

Dear Members,                                                                                                           

We are able to enjoy longer days. Spring will be here soon and the winter of 2012-

13 will be history. February is almost history. During this past month, many of us 

viewed the DVD, MISS REPRESENTATION, in small groups in members' homes. 

These are called Twig groups of the Branch. Not only did the DVD present an im-

pressive way to illustrate how the media misrepresents teenage females to mature 

women but the small intimate group (Twig) is a great way for Branch members to 

become more acquainted with each other. If you haven't seen MISS REPRESENTA-

TION, we recommend you do so. Some women, who have seen it, now wish to 

show the DVD to family members; especially daughters and granddaughters. Young 

boys and men would also benefit from seeing the DVD. 

 

Many, many thanks to Diane Winn and Joyce Kligman for arranging and scheduling 

the Twig gatherings. We appreciate their hard work and creativity in planning our 

programs. 

 

There is more information about the content of the DVD, MISS REPRESENTA-

TION, in our Branch's February 2013 newsletter, Rose City Reporter. If you weren't 

available on the scheduled dates to see this DVD and you would like to see it, 

please contact Diane Winn at 503.954.3976 or dgwinnuci@gmail.com or Joyce 

Kligman at 503.698.1583 or joyceslk@comcast.net to make the arrangements. 

 

The committee, working on STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathe-

matics) has been meeting regularly and involving other groups in the community. 

The purpose is to interest, advance and challenge local young women in those 

fields. The committee will prepare a proposal for branch involvement. 

 

The Wine and Beer Tasting was held in February. This annual fundraiser is for a 

student scholarship at Portland Community College (PCC). The qualifications for a 

student to receive the scholarship include the following: must be female, have a 

3.00 grade average and plan to get a degree from a four year college or university. 

This year we hope to raise enough funds for two $1,000 scholarships. 

 

Members of the Nominating Committee have met. They do have a slate of officers 

to present at the Branch's Annual Meeting on Saturday, April 13. These officers will 

be installed on Thursday, May 16 at Jake's Grill and they will begin their new terms 

on July 1, 2013. We hope to see you at these meetings. 

 

Lastly, do read the information in the State Division's newsletter, the Spring Issue, 

February 2013, Oregon News about the April 2013 Sate Convention in Garibaldi 

and the recommended changes to the AAUW of Oregon bylaws that will be pre-

sented to delegates for approval. 

                 Peggy Hickman and Barbara Spencer 

  

tel:503.954.3976
mailto:dgwinnuci@gmail.com
tel:503.698.1583
mailto:joyceslk@comcast.net
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Volunteer with Girls Inc. of NW Oregon and help girls 

be strong, smart, and bold! 

 

 

 

Girls Inc. of NW Oregon provides girls, ages 6 -18, with gender-specific programming through curriculum-

based, weekly after school empowerment programming and special program opportunities. Volunteers are key 

to helping our organization thrive. Our volunteer program goal is to explore your interests and availability in 

order to find the best fit for your generous time. Our volunteer opportunities throughout the year include: 

 

 If you are looking for a rewarding and educational volunteer experience, one where you’ll work directly 

with Portland Girls to become strong, smart and bold, then step right up and consider becoming trained as 

a Girls Guide. Girls Guides directly facilitate weekly, curriculum-based groups. Groups meet once a week 

for an 8-week session and classes are 90 minutes. Session themes include Media Literacy, Economic Liter-

acy, Operation SMART (science, math and relevant technology), and Allies in Action (focused on healthy 

relationships/friendships). 

 One-day event help 

 Accompanying Girls on enrichment activities like sailing, rock climbing and other outdoor activities 

 Board Sub/Committee Member positions (such as a STEM Advisory Board, event support, etc) 

 Enrichment roles where your organizational team works with a Girls Group to expose them to various 

fields. Professionals in science, technology, engineering, and math (or STEM) fields, professionals in me-

dia, fitness, and other interested professionals help expose our Girls Groups to the world of professional 

working women in various fields. 

Our next volunteer training is coming up soon in March. Please explore our volunteer opportunities in more 

depth on our website, www.girlsincnworegon.org, and complete our short, online application as a first step.  

 

Thank you and we look forward to hearing from you! 

http://girlsincnworegon.org/volunteer/
http://www.girlsincnworegon.org/
http://girlsincnworegon.org/home
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Women Making Waves 

2013 Convention in Garibaldi 

 

Celebrate “Women Making Waves" in Garibaldi at the 88th AAUW 

Oregon State Convention, Friday, April 19 to Sunday April 21. The con-

vention location is Garibaldi House Inn on the rugged, beautiful, and 

historic Oregon Coast. For more information on the convention agenda 

and workshop speakers, check the Spring issue of AAUW Oregon 

News, which has been emailed to you or can be found at www. http://

aauw-or.aauw.net. 

A major topic at the convention will be the proposed restructure of 

AAUW of Oregon. Planning has been a two-year process designed to 

help the state deal with a financial crisis, and, at their July 22, 2012 

meeting, the state leadership team approved the following motions—

recommending changes to the AAUW of Oregon Bylaws - which will 

be presented to the delegates for a final vote at the April 2013 State 

Convention in Garibaldi, OR: 

 

 The term “Board of Directors” be replaced by the term “Executive Committee. 

 The term “Leadership Team” be replaced by the term “Board of Directors.” 

 There shall be a President, elected in even years for a two-year term, as a member of the Executive 

Committee and Board of Directors. 

 There shall be a President-elect, elected in odd years for a one-year term, as a member of the Executive 

Committee and the Board of Directors. 

 The elected officers of the state shall be: President, President-elect, Communications Vice President, 

Finance Vice President, Membership Vice President, Program Vice President, and Secretary who shall 

serve as members of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors. 

 There shall be five elected District Directors who will serve as members of the Board of Directors. 

 The following appointed officers shall serve as members of the Board of Directors: Parliamentarian, 

AAUW Funds Chair, Public Policy Chair, and Governance Chair. 

 The following appointed officers will not serve on the Board of Directors: Historian, Dues/Data Man-

ager, Oregon News Editor, Web Manager, College/University Relations Chair, Local Arrangements 

Committee Chair, and Nominating Committee Chair. Other officers may be appointed, as needed. 

OREGON AAUW RESTRUCTURE . . . . . . . . .  

 

AAUW Oregon is proposing a restructuring, which will be voted on at the April State Convention in Garibaldi.  

The restructure is designed to help the state deal with a financial crisis and entails streamlining the leadership 

of the organization and providing for a president-elect.  Those who receive their branch newsletter by e-mail 

have been e-mailed the proposed changes to the State bylaws.  Those who receive their newsletters by USPS 

have not.  Anyone who has not received the bylaws and would like to have a copy, please contact Linda Stern, 

503 232-5637, and she will put a copy in the mail for you. (See above article.) 
 

http://aauw-or.aauw.net
http://aauw-or.aauw.net
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“We Make This Bridge by Walking It: 

 Muslim Women and Authority in Islam “ 
Amina Wadud, scholar of Islamic studies and keynote speaker  

Lewis & Clark University 32nd Annual Gender Studies Symposium  

Thursday, March 14, 2013 7:00 pm 

Lewis & Clark College Templeton Campus Center 

Council Chamber 

0615 SW Palatine Hill Rd, Portland 

 

Amina Wadud is professor emerita of Islamic studies.  With three dec-

ades of distinguished contributions to the study of Islam, gender, and 

Qur’an, her international impact is evident in a recently published e-

book containing more than 30 essays paying tribute to her influ-

ence.  She has taught at Virginia Commonwealth University, Harvard 

University Divinity School, University of Melbourne, the International 

Islamic University in Malaysia, and Gadjha Madha University in Indo-

nesia, amongst other institutions.  She is the author of Qur’an and 

Woman: Rereading the Sacred Text from a Woman’s Perspective 

(1992), now 20-years old and still widely read, and translated into 

nearly a dozen languages, and Inside the Gender Jihad: Women’s Re-

form in Islam (2006).  Having now traveled to more than 40 countries, 

she currently combines activism and research as a consultant on Islam 

and gender at government, non-government, and academic levels. 

 

For additional presentations and workshops at the Lewis & Clark College’s 32nd Annual Gender Studies Sym-

posium "Divining Meaning: Meditations on Gender and Religion being held March 13-14, go to http://

college.lclark.edu/departments/gender_studies/symposium/ 

 

Daytime visitors are advised to purchase daily permits online or at the campus entrance marked Information 

(Gate #3). Parking on campus is free after 7 p.m. Parking during the weekday can be challenging, so please 

allow time to find a space. Lewis & Clark maps and directions to campus are available online. 

 

Contact:  Jane Lancaster  503 284-1670 

Portland’s Samaura Stone is a member of AAUW’s 

National Student Advisory Council 

 

Samaura Stone is a graduate student studying social work at Portland State Uni-

versity. She has past experience with political campaigns and currently works as 

a community liaison in a senate office.  Samaura is the Vice Chair of the Oregon 

Commission on Black Affairs and has been a Multnomah County child advocate 

for several years.  She earned a bachelor’s in social and behavioral studies from 

George Fox University and an associate’s in general studies from Mt. Hood 

Community College.  Samaura is passionate about the lack of young women ex-

posed to leadership opportunities and knowledge of STEM careers.  She has at-

tended PSU’s New Leadership Oregon, as well as Emerge Oregon.  She is a 

woman to watch. 

http://college.lclark.edu/departments/gender_studies/symposium/
http://college.lclark.edu/departments/gender_studies/symposium/
https://www.lclark.edu/visit/parking_and_transportation/visitor_parking/
https://lclark.thepermitstore.com/permits/lewis_and_clark.php
http://www.lclark.edu/visit/directions/maps/
http://www.lclark.edu/visit/directions/
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Art Enjoyment  

Second Wednesdays 

Date:  March 13 

Activity to be decided 

Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503-762-1094 or                 

jaswan@centurylink.net to be added to the e-mail 

reminder list  

Breakfast in Bridgetown 

Second Thursdays, 9:00 am, unless otherwise stated 

Date:  March 14 

Overlook Restaurant, 1332 N. Skidmore St. 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 

 

Classics:  Past, Present and Future 

Second Thursdays, 7:30 pm 

Date:  March 14 

A Thousand Splendid Suns 

Hostess:  Jean Messick, 6502 SE Ash St. 

Contact:  Kathy Phillips, 503-901-0162 

 

Curtain Call   

Usually second Thursdays, featuring the performing arts 

Date:  March 14 

Red Herring, Artists Rep 

Contact:  Maxine McComas, 503-246-7034 

 

First Tuesday Reader’s Theatre 

Coffee 10 am; Performance 10:30 am 

Date:  March 5 

Lost in Yonkers by Neil Simon 

Old Church - 1422 SW 11th (& Clay); $8 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 

 

Gourmet Lite Food for Thought 

Date and location:  TBA (at capacity) 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503 222-2071 

 

AAUW Happy Hour 

A time to relax, chat, and nibble 

Date:  Tuesday, March 26, 4:00-6:00 pm 

Serratto, 2112 NW Kearney 

Contact:  Barbara Alberty, 503-222-2423 

 

 

 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism by Day 

Fourth Thursdays, 11:30 am (at capacity) 

Date:  March 28 

Madame Secretary by Madeleine Albright 

Hostess:  Eleanor Krause 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism by Night 

Third Tuesdays, 4:30 pm (at capacity) 

Date:  March 19 

The Thousand Autumns of Jacob deZoet 

By David Mitchell 

Hostess:  Sue Albert/Maxine McComas 

Discussion Leader:  Maxine McComas 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism III 

Second Tuesdays, 9:30 am (at capacity)  

Date:  March 12 

Pavilion of Women by Pearl Buck 

Hostess:  Kate Skelton 

 

Movie Mavens (informal movie group) 

No set dates or times 

If interested, call Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338  

 

Non-fiction Book Group 

Third Wednesdays, 9:30 am 

Date:  March 21 

Ablest Navigator by J. Wandres 

Hostess:  Judy Wandres 

Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 

 

Sleuth Sisters (mystery book club) 

Fourth Wednesdays, 1 pm lunch & discussion 

Date:  March 27, at Lucca, 3449 NE 24th 

In the Bleak Midwinter by Julia Spenser Fleming 

Contact:  Jane Lancaster, 503-284-1670 

 

Wimpy Walkers  

First Friday or Saturday, 3-4 miles with breakfast/

lunch 

Date: Friday, March 1, 9 am 

Oaks Bottom; meet at south trailhead on Milwaukie 

Ave.; lunch to follow at Jade 

Contact:  Eleanor Krause, 503-228-6077;               

day of walk: 503-753-8206 (cell) 

 

 Study and Interest Groups, March 2013 
  Except for the few groups that are at capacity, all interest groups are open to all members.                                                                                           

Call the contact person for more information and to r.s.v.p.                                                                                                               

To start a new group, just call Linda Stern, 503 232-5637  

 

mailto:jaswan@centurylink.net
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 Welcome New Members  

2013 AAUW Program Schedule 
February 

23 - Portland Rotaract’s Peace Through Women Sympo-

sium 

 

March 

  4 - Women’s History Month joint event with PSU     

Women’s Resource Center 

14 - Lewis & Clark Univ. 32nd Annual Gender Studies 

Symposium 

TBD – Annual Meeting 

 

April 

  9 - Equal Pay Day Unhappy Hour celebration 

13 - Annual Branch Meeting at Mirabella.  Gardening 
for Seniors Book Reading and Discussion by Patty 

Cassidy, Board Chair, Portland Memory Garden             

19-21 AAUW State Convention, Garibaldi                   

TBD – April/May Saturday – Volunteer Event:  Garden-

ing at Walk of Heroines 

May 

  2 - Walk of the Heroines Lecture 

16 - Honors Luncheon and installation of officers –   

Jake’s Grill 

Some of the Portland branch members who volunteered for 

the community service on Martin Luther King's National 

Day of Service. We joined students and other community 

members in constructing care packages for local sexual as-

sault victims. The event was sponsored by PSU's Center for 

Women, Politics and Policy (CWPP) and supported by Re-

gence, Kaiser Permanente Dental Program, Veggie Grill, 

New Seasons Market, Nike and the Assistance 

League of Portland who will distribute the kits as needed to 

hospitals.  

Past Events                          

I am a long time AAUW member and currently sit 

on the board of the CA Online Branch. We have 

been in Portland about 18 months after living in 

New Mexico, Long Island, Northern California and 

Denver. I went to college at Colorado State Univer-

sity and received a degree in Animal Science which 

at that time allowed me to move to Tillamook and 

milk cows. So... realizing that I needed a graduate 

degree I was off to UC- Davis and where I earned a 

MS in Immunology. I have worked for many years 

as a cell biologist doing mostly basic research and 

am currently unemployed. During our years in CA, 

I was an elected school board member. I still retain 

an interest in the equal education and success of all 

children especially in science and math literacy. 

   Sheli Ryan  

Welcome to our new member Joyce Lew.  

The e-mail address of Julie Davis has changed. It's 

now jadavisiv@aol.com 

New Email Address 

A Prayer 

I want to be ever a child  

I want to feel an eternal friendship 

for the raindrops, the flowers, 

the insects, the snowflakes. 

I want to be keenly interested in everything, 

with mind and muscle ever alert, 

forgetting my troubles in the next moment. 

The stars and the sea, the ponds and the trees, 

the birds and the animals, are my comrades. 

Though my muscles may stiffen, though my skin 

may wrinkle, may I never find myself yawning 

at life. 

~ Toyohiko Kagawa ~ 

mailto:jadavisiv@aol.com
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Portland Branch AAUW 

P.O. Box 8975  

Portland, OR  97207  

The Rose City Reporter is a publica-

tion of the Portland Branch of AAUW, 
a non-profit organization, published 
eight times a year (Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec./Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., 

May/June) as a membership service. 
 

AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, and research.  
In principle and practice, AAUW val-
ues and seeks a diverse membership. 
There shall be no barriers to full par-

ticipation in this organization on the 
basis of gender, race, creed, age, sex-
ual orientation, national origin or 
disability. 

 

New Members  

Always Welcome 

  

This and That  

Visit us on the web: 

National:  

www.aauw.org 

                                                  Oregon:           

        http://aauw-or.aauw.net/ 
             Portland:                                

                     www.aauwpdx.org 

Please note AAUW Oregon has a 

new website address.  

/imgres?imgurl=http://img367.imageshack.us/img367/2212/0512071011110860kg0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2008/07/spiders-clipart.html&h=320&w=350&sz=35&tbnid=L4fX3zkc8UExBM::&tbnh=110&tbnw=120&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dspider%2Bweb%2Bgraphi
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-or.aauw.net/
http://www.aauwpdx.org/

