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Miss Representation  
 

A documentary that explores how the 
media’s misrepresentations of women 
have led to the underrepresentation 
of women in positions of  power and 
influence. 

Premier Twig Events 
Twig - a small off-shoot of 

the Portland AAUW Branch 
 

 

See page 5 for the complete 

story behind the documen-

tary, dates and locations of 

the showings.  
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A Message from Our Co-Presidents…… 

 

AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN 

Portland Branch 
Board of Directors 

2012 - 2013 

Co-Presidents 
Peggy Hickman 
Barbara Spencer 

 
 

Membership VP 
Kathe Hart  
 

Program VP 
Diane Winn 
Joyce Kligman 
 

Study Group VP 
Linda Stern 
 

Treasurer 
Ilga Ross  
 
Recording Secretary 

Sue Thomas 
 
Director at Large 

Sherry Bjaastad 
 
Past Presidents 
Judy Holt 

Maxine McComas 
 
Bylaws Chair  
Sue Trotter 

 
AAUW Funds Chair 
Judy Holt 
 
Historian 

Available 
 
InterBranch Council 

Maxine McComas 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Leanna Lindquist  
 

Phone Tree 
Donna Pregill 
 
Public Policy 

Available 
 
Publicity 

Available  
 
Scholarship 
Barbara Gaines  

 
Website 
Ilga Ross 
 
Photographer 

Julie Donaldson 

D ear Members,  

Since it is the beginning of January we find ourselves both looking back at 

last year activities and looking forward to another productive year for the Portland 

Branch.  Last year was a year of many accomplishments.  New members from all 

across the country were welcomed formally to our branch and brought their inter-

ests and perspectives to our program events and study groups.  Our study groups 

allowed members in smaller settings to discuss books, eat and drink, and experi-

ence culture. This year in addition to program events on Title IX, Gender and the 

2012 Election and the Rare Book and Special Collections of the Multnomah Cen-

tral Library, we participated in volunteer events for the Multnomah Library Book 

Sale and the Oregon Food Bank.  Last year we formed the STEM Committee, com-

prised of nine members who are interested in advancing science, technology, engi-

neering and mathematics opportunities for local young women.  Our relationship 

with PSU culminated in the signing of a three year license to offer $tart $mart with 

facilitation by branch members.  In addition, PSU received two AAUW grants to 

offer a salary negotiation workshop for non-tenured faculty and graduate students 

and to offer Elect Her training to promote more female representation in student 

government.  We ended the year with a Holiday Luncheon which featured a variety 

of new and fun ways to raise AAUW Funds to assist with the national organiza-

tion’s commitment to research, education, advocacy and philanthropy.  Our state 

president, Cynthia Rauscher, and state historian, Judith Scott, graciously supported 

our event. 

 

This coming year picks up where last year ended.  Study group activities will con-

tinue with their small group approach to lifelong learning.  Our program calendar 

will provide more mission-critical events and fun activities. To highlight just a few 

of the upcoming events, January provides a tour of the Geezer Gallery and a volun-

teer event to join PSU’s Center for Women, Politics and Policy in constructing care 

packages for local sexual assault victims.  In February we introduce the “Twig” 

small group in-home meeting approach to discuss the film “Miss Representation.”  

Also in February the branch raises money through a Wine Fundraiser and donations 

to provide scholarship money to a female student at PCC. This year we would like 

to offer two $1000 scholarships and will need your help in reaching this goal.  Dur-

ing the rest of the year we will observe Women’s History with a joint event at 

PSU’s Women’s Resource Center, observe Equal Pay Day with an “Unhappy 

Hour” celebration, learn about age-appropriate gardening techniques, and finally 

volunteer to garden at PSU’s Walk of the Heroines.  What a full agenda for us to 

enjoy and savor! 

 

None of this would be happening without the hard work of all of our members - a 

big thank you to all of you for your energy, your interest and your passion.  An-

other thank you to all of our board members who work so hard to increase member-

ship, watch our finances, design our programs, monitor our study groups, manage 

our funds and scholarships, keep our notes and relate to members.  A tip of the hat 

to other members who provide additional functions that are critical to the workings 

of the branch.   
                                                                                        Continued on Page 7. . . . . . . 
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Member Name ___________________________________ 

______$25.00 each or 

_____  $45.00 for two 

_____   I am unable to attend but would like to donate to the scholarship 

 

 
Please send this form and your check payable to: 

AAUW Portland Branch by February 3, 2013 to: 

Judy Holt 

18650 Old River Drive    

West Linn, Oregon 97068   

(503) 387-5602     

Jholt58@gmail.com    

Wine and Beer Tasting  
Sunday  February 10, 2013 
2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
 Story Teller Wine Company 
Michael Alberty, Proprietor 
5511-B  S.W.  Hood 
Portland, Oregon 
 
Friends, neighbors, relatives, prospective 
members or anyone who would enjoy the 
wine tasting and desires to support the PCC 
Scholarship Fund are welcome.  

PCC                     
Scholarship         
Fundraiser  

If you do not plan to attend the wine 

tasting, but would like to make a     

donation to the scholarship fund, 

please make check payable to: 

PCC Foundation  

Write in the notes:  

AAUW Portland #002 
 

mailto:Jholt58@gmail.com
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Miss Representation . . . . . . 

Miss Representation uncovers a glaring reality we live with every day but fail to see. Written and directed by 

Jennifer Siebel Newsom, this impressive 2011 Sundance documentary film exposes how mainstream media 

contribute to the under-representation of women in positions of power and influence in America. The film 

challenges the media’s limited and often disparaging portrayals of women and girls, which make it difficult for 

women to achieve leadership positions and for the average woman to feel powerful herself. 

In a society where media is the most persuasive force shaping cultural norms, the collective message that our 

young women and men overwhelmingly receive is that a woman’s value and power lie in her youth, beauty, 

and sexuality, and not in her capacity as a leader. While women have made great strides in leadership over the 

past few decades, the United States is still 90th in the world for women in national legislatures, women hold 

only 3% of clout positions in mainstream media, and 65% of women and girls have disordered eating behav-

iors. 

Miss Representation features insightful interviews with teenage girls, politicians, entertainers, journalists, ac-

tivists, and academics as they explore how the objectification of women can contribute to women feeling dis-

empowered, dehumanized, and objectified. As the movie’s tagline declares, “You Can’t Be What You Can’t 

See” – if a young girl or teen isn’t exposed to media portrayals of women that are positive, powerful and ac-

complished, and in fact, is deluged with messages that run contrary to that, it is more difficult for her to map 

her path to leadership. 

As follow-up to being featured at the 2011 AAUW National Convention, AAUW encourages branches to hold 

viewings for AAUW and community members. The Portland Branch February program will be showing and 

discussing the Miss Representation movie. To facilitate discussion, small intimate group viewings will be con-

ducted at several members’ homes. The following members have graciously offered to host a viewing at their 

home. Light snacks and drinks will be provided. The dates, times and addresses of the Twig Miss Representa-

tion meetings are listed below:  

 

February 5 (Tuesday), 6:30-9:00 pm  

Linda Loftin’s, 1525 SW Park Ave, Ste B304, Portland   

 

February 7 (Thursday), 10:00 am-12:30 pm  

Peggy Hickman’s, 3550 SW Bond St (Mirabella) #503, Portland  

 

February 19 (Tuesday), 1:00 - 3:30 pm  

Sue Thomas’, 16550 SE Orchard View Ln, Damascus 

 

February 21 (Thursday), 1:00 - 3:30pm  

Ilga Ross’, 17900 SW Sioux Ct, Tualatin 

 

February 22 (Friday), 10:00 am – 12:30 pm  

Barbara Spencer’s, 3277 NE Skidmore St, Portland 

 

February 28 (Thursday), 10:00 am – 12:30 pm  

Gail Post’s, 3615 SW Boundary St, Portland  

 

We encourage you to invite non-members to attend this very important event.  To assist us in planning, please 

notify us with your location choice and number of guests.  Thank you.  

  Joyce Kligman, joyceslk@comcast.net, 503-698-1583  Diane Winn, dgwinn@uci.edu, 503-954-3976 

Program Co - Vice Presidents 

mailto:joyceslk@comcast.net
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December Luncheon Funds Report   
Due to the generous spirit of our members, the Port-

land Branch was able to send $2144 to the National 

AAUW Funds. This included $1092 from the auc-

tion and grab bag. In addition, we raised $78 for 

STEM, $105 from the raffle and $80 from the book 

and CD sale. 

 

Thank you all for your support whether it be in orga-

nizing, entertaining, or donations – it wouldn’t have 

been a success without you. 

   Judy Holt, Funds Chair    

 First I want to thank one and all for helping me with 
the Branch December Luncheon and Auction held at 
the MAC Club. I so appreciated everyone’s assis-
tance in making the event very special and well re-
ceived. We did well financially and I think all atten-
dees had a wonderful time. Again thanks so much. 

Second, I wanted to report that Wes and I celebrated 

our 50th wedding anniversary at Black Butte Resort 

this past August with family, extended family and 

friends. I am certainly much too young to be married 

that long but it has been a great adventure. Also I 

reached a milestone of 50 year membership in 

AAUW, a very rewarding organization.                    

         Thanks, Gail Post 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Tour of Multnomah Library's 

Rare Book and Special Collections 

AAUW members with Jim Carmin, John Wilson 

Special Collections Librarian.  

 Past Events                         Welcome New Members  
After teaching in several states, I moved to Nicara-

gua with my family where my husband worked with 

UNICEF and I directed a K-12 school. When our 

children left for college, we moved to Brazil where I 

worked as principal for programs in English and 

Spanish at The School of the Nations in Brasilia. My 

husband and I both worked at UNICEF headquarters 

in New York before moving to San Antonio, TX 

where I taught middle school Spanish for five years. 

We are very happy to be in Portland and I look for-

ward to the many opportunities and activities 

AAUW offers!         Linda Loftin  

I forgot an important part of my life (how could I?). 

I joined the Peace Corps after I retired and spent 2 

years in Namibia, Africa from 2000-2002. It was 

probably the most wonderful experience outside of 

having children.             Ann McKinney  

2013 AAUW Program Schedule 
February 

10 - Wine fundraiser 

Twig Meetings – small group in-home meetings to view 

and discuss Miss Representation 

23 - Portland Rotaract’s Peace Through Women Sympo-

sium 

 

March 

  4 - Women’s History Month joint event with PSU     

Women’s Resource Center 

14 - Lewis & Clark Univ. 32nd Annual Gender Studies 

Symposium 

TBD – Annual Meeting 

 

April 

  9 - Equal Pay Day Unhappy Hour celebration 

12 - Gardening for Seniors Book Reading and Discussion 

13 - Annual Branch Meeting at Mirabella.  Gardening 
for Seniors Book Reading and Discussion by Patty 

Cassidy, Board Chair, Portland Memory Garden             

19-21 AAUW State Convention, Garibaldi                   

TBD – April/May Saturday – Volunteer Event:  Garden-

ing at Walk of Heroines 

May 

  2 - Walk of the Heroines Lecture 

16 - Honors Luncheon and installation of officers – 

Jake’s Grill 
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Art Enjoyment  

Second Wednesdays 

Date:  February 13 

Activity to be decided 

Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503-762-1094 

jawan@centurylink.net to be added to the e-mail re-

minder list  

Breakfast in Bridgetown 

Second Thursdays, 9:00 am, unless otherwise stated 

Date:  February 14 

Industrial Café, 2572 NW Vaughn St. 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 

 

Classics:  Past, Present and Future 

Second Thursdays, 7:30 pm 

No February meeting 

Contact:  Kathy Phillips, 503-901-0162 

 

Curtain Call   

Usually second Thursdays, featuring the performing 

arts 

Date:  February 7 

Twenty-five Questions for a Jewish Mother,        

Triangle Theatre 

Contact:  Sue Thomas, 503-427-0403 

Date:  February 28, War Horse, Keller Auditorium 

Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 

 

First Tuesday Reader’s Theatre 

Coffee 10 am; Performance 10:30 am 

Date:  February 5 

Tiny Island by Michael Hollinger 

Old Church—1422 SW 11th (& Clay); $8 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 

 

Gourmet Lite Food for Thought 

Date and location:  TBA (at capacity) 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503-222-2071 

 

AAUW Happy Hour 

A time to relax, chat, and nibble 

Date:  Tuesday, February 26, 4:30-6:00 pm 

Bamboo Sushi, 310 SE 28th 

Contact:  Barbara Alberty, 503-222-2423 

 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism by Day 

Fourth Thursdays, 11:30 am (at capacity) 

Date:  February 28 

Hadji Murad, Leo Tolstoy 

Hostess:  Donna Pregill/Kate Skelton 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism by Night 

Third Tuesdays, 4:30 pm (at capacity) 

Date:  February 19 

In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson 

Hostess:  Gail Post/Sue Trotter 

Discussion Leader:  Gail Post 
 

Literary Comments & Criticism III 

Second Tuesdays, 9:30 am (at capacity)  

Date:  February 12 

Running the Rift by Naomi Benaron 

Hostess:  Linda Stern 

 

Movie Mavens (informal movie group) 

No set dates or times 

If interested, call Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338  

 

Non-fiction Book Group 

Third Wednesdays, 9:30 am 

Date:  February 20 

Operation Mincemeat by Ben MacIntyre 

Hostess:  Linda Stern 

Contact:  Kathe Hart, 503-372-6338 

 

Sleuth Sisters (mystery book club) 

Fourth Wednesdays, 1 pm lunch & discussion 

Date:  February 27, at Ernesto’s, 8544 SW Apple 

Way  

Still Life by Louise Penny 

Contact:  Jane Lancaster, 503 284-1670 

 

Wimpy Walkers  

First Friday or Saturday, 3-4 miles with breakfast/

lunch 

Date:  February 1, 8:30 am 

Clackamas Town Center mall walk (meet inside the 

SE entrance off Sunnyside Rd. between Barnes & 

Noble and JC Pennys); breakfast to follow at Bob’s 

Red Mill 

Contact:  Sue Trotter, 503-659-5678  

 

 Study and Interest Groups, February 2013 
  Except for the few groups that are at capacity, all interest groups are open to all members.                                                                                           

Call the contact person for more information and to r.s.v.p.                                                                                                               

To start a new group, just call Linda Stern, 503 232-5637  

 

mailto:jaswan@centurylink.net


 

7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Volume 13 Issue 5 

 Gail Post for chairing the Holiday Luncheon for 

many years. Gail is stepping down from this 

leadership responsibility. We look forward to see-

ing her as a guest at this event in the future. 

 

          Thank you for a job well done! 

 

The Portland Branch has received one of the 130 flags that were 

flown above the United States Capital on January 14, 2012, the 130th 

anniversary of the first meeting of the organization that was to be-

come the American Association of University Women (AAUW).  As 

the oldest AAUW branch in Oregon, we have received this historic 

flag in recognition of the Portland Branch’s longstanding commit-

ment to AAUW’s mission.  We shared the flag with branch members 

at this year’s holiday luncheon in remembrance of AAUW’s long his-

tory of commitment to advancing equity for women and girls.  This 

flag will be passed on from branch president to branch president as a 

legacy of those sisters who came before us.  If you have any ideas on how we might use this flag in the future, 

please contact the Board. 

AAUW’s Gift to the Portland Branch 

Message from the Co-Presidents continued . . . . . . . 
 

To each and every one of you, many thanks for providing a strong foundation for the Portland Branch to      

develop and grow from. 

 

2013 brings many opportunities for members to stay involved with the Portland Branch. The Nominating 

Committee will be looking for candidates for the positions of Treasurer, Membership Vice President and Study 

Group Vice President.  This is a great way to make a personal difference.  Please mark these dates on your cal-

endars - the Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 13th at the Mirabella and the May Luncheon is 

scheduled for Thursday, May 16th at Jake’s Grill.  Keep up-to-date with the AAUW website and the Portland 

Branch website.  Also complete the 2012 AAUW Member Survey, either by mail or online at www.aauw.org/

membersurvey2012, so your voice is heard.  Finally feel free to keep in touch with us. 

 

We hope to see you soon as we kick-off our 2013 activities. 

 

              Barbara Spencer and Peggy Hickman 

http://www.aauw.org/membersurvey2012
http://www.aauw.org/membersurvey2012
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Portland Branch AAUW 

P.O. Box 8975  

Portland, OR  97207  

The Rose City Reporter is a publica-

tion of the Portland Branch of AAUW, 
a non-profit organization, published 
eight times a year (Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec./Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., 

May/June) as a membership service. 
 

AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, and research.  
In principle and practice, AAUW val-
ues and seeks a diverse membership. 
There shall be no barriers to full par-

ticipation in this organization on the 
basis of gender, race, creed, age, sex-
ual orientation, national origin or 
disability. 

 
New Members  

Always Welcome 

This and That  

Visit us on the web: 

National:  

www.aauw.org 

                                                  Oregon:           

        http://aauw-or.aauw.net/ 
             Portland:                                

                     www.aauwpdx.org 

Please note AAUW Oregon has a 

new website address.  
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