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Portland Branch Program 

 Women’s History Month  
 

 Nothing Will Settle It But Victory! 
History of Women’s Suffrage in Oregon 

 

 
Presentation by Jan Dilg, Project Director for the Century of Action:  

Oregon Women Vote,  
1912-2012, the Oregon Woman Suffrage Centennial 

 

Co-sponsored by: 
 Portland State University Women's Resource Center 

Thursday, March 7, 2-4 pm 
Portland State University 
 Women’s Resource Center 

1802 SW 10th & Montgomery  
(Montgomery Hall basement) 
Additional story page three.  
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President’s Message……       
 

D ear Members, 

 

The new year has begun with so many activities chronicled in our newsletter.  I hope 

you have been participating in as many as you can and will read through this edition 

for more ways to support our mission and keep your mind active. 

 

Personally, I find it challenging to attend as many Branch functions as I can while 

trying to prepare tax returns and indulge myself at tournament bridge.  One way I 

can do this is by combining seemingly diverse events.  For example, in December I 

contributed bridge lessons to the auction fundraiser and last month I made good on 

my offer by teaching a class to four veteran players of "party bridge".  (The buyer of 

the auction item had given this class as a gift to her spouse for the holiday).  I had a 

terrific time and we put some money in the pot for scholarships. 

 

I am writing this in early February so I still have the wine-tasting and Holly Kearl's 

visit to look forward to this month; then the Women's History program and the  

Annual Meeting in March.  If you feel overwhelmed, choose something that you  

haven't done before and concentrate on becoming involved in just one new project. 

However, I especially want to encourage you to attend the Brunch on March 31st.  

Everyone active in the Branch will be available to talk with you and you will hear 

what the Board and the study groups are doing.  I know that hearing enthusiastic 

people will be much more stimulating than reading about them. 

 

See you all there. 

    Maxine  McComas, Co-President 

 

AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN 

Portland Branch 

Board of Directors 
2011 - 2012 

Co-Presidents 

Judy Holt 
Maxine McComas 
 
 

Membership VP 
Kathe Hart  
 
Program VP 

Diane Winn 
Barbara Spencer  
 
Study Group VP 

Linda Stern 
 
Treasurer 

Ilga Ross  
 
Recording Secretary 
Sue Trotter 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Vacant  
 
Directors at Large 

Doris Green 
Ruth Robinson 

 
Past President 
Gail Post  
 
Bylaws Chair  

Sue Trotter 
 
AAUW Funds Chair 

Available 
 
Historian-Photographer 
Julie Donaldson 
 

InterBranch Council 
Gail Post  
 
Newsletter Editor 

Leanna Lindquist  
 
Phone Tree 

Donna Pregill 
 
Public Policy 
Available 

 
Publicity 
Available  
 
Scholarship 

Barbara Gaines  
 
Website 

Ilga Ross 

Welcome New Members 
 

Gloria E. Jacobs  

8930 SW Pinebrook Street 

Tigard, 97224 

(c) 585-764-2356 

glojacobs@gmail.com 

 

Nancy Cheverton 

2712 NW Upshur Street 

Portland, 97210 

(H) 971-255-1986 

(c) 813-352-1781 

nancycheverton@me.com 
 

 

 

Julie Davis 

2850 NE 70th 

Portland, 97213 

(c) 503-423-7712 

jadavisiv@aol.com 

 

Sue Castner 

1650 NW 102nd Avenue 

Portland, 97229 

(H) 503-203-1027 

(c)  503-502-3419 

vision2020.oregon@gmail.com 

 

Dorthea Petersen 

1515 North Ainsworth Street Apt. 40 

Portland, 97217 

(H) 503-285-1935 
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   GENERAL       MEETING 

Home of Judy Holt 
18650 Old River Drive  ~  West Linn   (503-387-5602) 

 

Brunch 

  Saturday March 31st 

Everyone Welcome 
10:00AM - 12:00 PM 

 Old Friends ~ New Members 

Delicious & Healthy 

Meet  the slate of officers     

Vote on Bylaws Amendments 

Plan the future  ~  Study Groups 

Form New Committees 

RSVP by March 26th:  Barbara Spencer,  

baspen013@earthlink.net, 503-477-7372 

mailto:baspen013@earthlink.net
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Art Enjoyment  

Second Wednesdays, 12:15; lunch to follow 

Date: March 14 

Meet in the gift shop area of  Portland Art Museum, 

then tour the new photography acquisitions 

Contact:  Julie Skinner, 503 762-1094  

 

Breakfast in Bridgetown 

Second Thursdays, 9:00 am, unless otherwise stated 

Date:  March 8 

Genies Café, 1101 SE Division 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503 222-2071 

 

Classics:  Past, Present and Future 

Third Thursdays, 7:30 pm 

Date:  March 15 

A Covert Affair by Jennet Conant 

Hostess:  Jean Messick 

Contact:  Kathy Phillips, 503 313-0464 

 

Curtain Call   

Usually second Thursdays,  

featuring the performing arts 

Date:  March 4 

Singing in the Rain 

Jesuit High School 

Contact:  Eileen Elliot, 503 297-1897, or 

Linda Stern, 503 232-5637 

 

First Tuesday Reader’s Theatre 

Coffee 10 am; Performance 10:30 am 

Date:  March 6 

Sight Unseen by Donald Margulies 

Old Church—1422 SW 11th (& Clay); $6 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503 222-2071 

 

Gourmet Lite Food for Thought 

Date and location:  TBA (at capacity) 

Contact:  Julie Donaldson, 503 222-2071 

 

AAUW Happy Hour 

A time to relax, chat, and nibble 

Date:  March 27, 4-5:30 pm 

Amalfi’s, 4703 NE Fremont 

Contact:  Barbara Alberty, 503 222-2423 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism by Day 

Fourth Thursdays, 11:30 am (at capacity) 

Date:  March 22 

Everything Beautiful Began After  

by Simon VanBooy 

Hostess:  Eleanor Krause 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism by Night 

Third Tuesdays, 6:30 pm (at capacity) 

Date:  March 20 

Still Alice by Lisa Genova 

Hostess:  Linda Stern/Julie 

Discussion Leader:  Sue Trotter 

 

Literary Comments & Criticism III 

Second Tuesdays, 9:30 am (at capacity) 

Date:  March 13 

Bastard Out of Carolina by Dorothy Allison 

Hostess:  Sue Trotter 

 

Sleuth Sisters (mystery book club) 

Fourth Wednesdays, 1 pm lunch & discussion 

Date:  March 28  
Ernesto’s, 8544 SW Apple Way 

Our Kind of Traitor by John LeCarre 

Contact:  Jane Lancaster, 503 284-1670 

 

Wimpy Walkers  

First Friday or Saturday, 3-4 miles with breakfast/

lunch 

Date:  March 2, 9:00 am 

Meet at the Sellwood Library, 7860 SE 13th, then 

walk through Oaks Bottom                                   

Contact:  Eleanor Krause, 503 228-6077, for more 

information 

 

Happy Hour Error 
 

February’s Happy Hour is 

wrongly stated in the February 

newsletter.  Date and place are correct.  The time 

should be 4-5:30 pm and NOT 5:30 pm  

   Study and Interest Groups, March 2012 
Except for the few groups that are at capacity, all interest groups are open to all members.  

  Call the contact person for more information and to rsvp.   

And to start a new group, just call Linda Stern, 503 232-5637  
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Portland Branch ~ Calendar of Events  

 
March 7 – Women’s History Month Event – (PSU Women’s Resource Center, 2 to 4 PM) –- Portland AAUW 

Branch Member Jan Dilg, PSU faculty member and Project Director for the Cen-

tury of Action: Oregon Women Vote, 1912.  Co-sponsored with PSU’s Women’s 

Resource Center  

 

March 13 and 15 – Monumental Women Walking Tours – (PSU through Down-

town Portland, 2 to 4 PM - two tours each with 15 walkers leave at staggered times 

at 2:15 and 2:30) - Led by PSU Monumental Women Capstone Students.  Tours 

will last approximately 1 and 1/2 hours. They will begin on the PSU campus and 

stay in the downtown area. The tours will focus on buildings and sites related to the 

woman suffrage movement in Portland and Oregon.   

 

March 31 – (10 am to Noon, Judy Holt’s house 18650 Old River Dr., West Linn), Brunch and General Mem-

bership Meeting  

 

April 20 -22 – AAUW Oregon State Conference in Pendleton 

 

May 17 (Thursday, 11:30 to 1 pm) – Honors Luncheon with Installation of Officers at Jake’s Grill, Eileen 

O'Keeffe McVicker, author of Child of Steen Mountains, mother of Portland AAUW branch member, Lora 

Creswick 

 

Summer Picnic – Date and Location TBD 

Members Volunteer at Food Bank 
 

Seventeen members spent an enjoyable and rewarding morning 

bagging onions at the Oregon Food Bank. In 2011 this impres-

sive statewide distribution center collected and distributed 81 

million pounds of food to local pantries and food banks.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   To volunteer or to make a donation to the Oregon Food            

Bank, visit www.oregonfoodbank.org. 

 

  If you are interested in on-going volunteer activities through 

AAUW, contact Linda Stern at 503-232-5637 or lindast-

ern@comcast.net. 
 

http://www.oregonfoodbank.org/
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Votes for Women!  

The Oregon Story  

January 25 - March 6  

 

 

 

        Special Exhibit Multnomah Library 
 

͖  

 

Collins Gallery 3rd floor,  

Central Library • 801 S.W. 10th Ave.,  

Gallery Hours: Sunday noon–5 pm 

Monday 10 am–6 pm • Tuesday & Wednesday 10 am-8pm   

Thursday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm 

Women in Oregon won the right to vote in 1912, nearly a decade before most women of the United States 

achieved suffrage in 1920. Votes for Women! The Oregon Story explores the campaign undertaken by coura-

geous women (and men) who were determined to give Oregon women equal access to the voting booth. 

 

The success of the woman suffrage movement propelled women into civic and political roles that may seem 

ordinary to us one hundred years later. More than four decades of struggle before 1912 and a century of ac-

tion after it place women at the center of political and civic life in our state. Come learn about this vital chap-

ter in Oregon’s history. 

 

Presented by Century of Action, celebrating 100 years of Oregon women’s right to vote and advancing the 

understanding of women’s citizenship in Oregon’s history. 

CareerBuilder.com  

 

AAUW has partnered with CareerBuilder.com 

to bring you the best of online job search. Ca-

reerBuilder.com offers the perfect solution for 

job searching, resume writing, interview tips, 

job posting and more. Search over 1.5 million 

jobs to find the right employment opportunity 

for you!  

AAUW Career Center  

 

AAUW's career center offers informa-

tion about job opportunities at the na-

tional office of the American Associa-

tion of University Women and with col-

leges and universities located throughout 

the U.S. This information is free to all 

job seekers.  

http://www.aauw.org/careerbuilder.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/careerbuilder.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/careerbuilder.cfm
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Be the Voice for a Child in need ï C.A.S.A. for Children  
By Benjamin James, CASA Recruitment Coordinator  
 
Every child deserves a fair chance to thrive and grow up in a safe & permanent home. 
However, for the nearly 3,000 children entering the foster care system in Multnomah 
County last year, these kids often find themselves at the mercy of an overburdened and 
 underfunded system leaving them feeling like nobody is listening to them and their needs.  
 
CASA for Children is a 501c3 non-profit organization who recruits, trains, & supports citi-
zens from the community to become Court Appointed Special Advocates, or CASAs who 
advocate for the best interests of a child or sibling group who is under the protection of the 
courts. 
 
When a CASA is court appointed to a case, he or she is responsible for gathering informa-
tion, and coordinating as many elements as possible, in order to ultimately help secure for 
each child a safe & permanent home. CASAôs visit children regularly, review records, inter-
view parents and relatives, consult with teachers, neighbors and foster care providers, and 
work closely with community service providers. They advocate for the children and fami-
lies to gain access to needed support and services as well as appear in court to speak on  
behalf of the childôs needs and best interests.  
 
Currently we have over 300 CASA volunteers, however many more are needed to speak up 
for the nearly 3,000 children entering into foster care. To learn more about specific child 
advocate roles & responsibilities, requirements & commitments you can attend an Orien-
tation Meeting which is held twice a month. In addition, a Training Program on how to 
serve as an effective CASA is held four times a year. To get more information about the 
CASA organization including Orientation & Training dates, visit their website, 
www.casahelpskids.org or call Benjamin James at 503-988-4178. 
 
 
 

      

http://www.casahelpskids.org/


 

8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Volume 12, Issue 6 

1912-2012  ~  The Oregon Woman Suffrage Centennial 
 

In 1912, a majority of Oregon men voted in favor of sharing the right to vote with the women of the state. It 

took 42 years and five unsuccessful tries at the ballot box until the women of Oregon gained that basic civil 

right, the right to vote--to make one's opinion known. Come learn as Jan Dilg describes the fascinating history 

of the women and men in Oregon who believed in equal rights for women and fought for those rights until 

they became a reality.  

 

Jan Dilg, an independent historian and adjunct instructor at PSU, has been the Project Director for Century of 

Action: Oregon Women Vote, 1912–2012 since 2008. Dilg’s article in the Spring 2009 issue of the Oregon 

Historical Quarterly, ―For Working Women in Oregon‖: Caroline Gleason/Sister Miriam Theresa and Ore-

gon’s Minimum Wage Law,‖ was part of that publication’s Statehood Sesquicentennial Series. Since 2006, she 

has taught the Portland State University Senior Capstone, Monumental Women, a course that documents 

women’s civic contributions to the City of Portland. Her most recent public history projects include: the US 

District Court of Oregon Historical Society Oral History Project, historical displays for the Martha Washington 

Hotel, Pittock Mansion Society oral history project, and historian for the Martin Luther King, Jr., Boulevard 

Gateway and Heritage Markers. 

 

Carpooling and use of public transportation to the PSU campus is encouraged.  The Portland Streetcar has 

stops at Park and Market (from the Pearl) and Park and Mill (from the waterfront) that are only 3 blocks from 

the Women’s Resource Center (WRC).  The Green line has a stop at PSU (5th Ave and Mill) that is about 5 

blocks from the WRC. There is an accessible entrance through Montgomery Hall.  

Monumental Women Walking Tour   

 

                       Tuesday ~ March 13  

          AND  

      Thursday ~  March 15  

 

                Time: 2 - 4 p.m.  

 

        (there will be two tours leaving                          

    at staggered times: 2:15 & 2:30)  

 

        Cost: Free  

 

(pre - registration requested at monumentalwomen421@gmail.com .) 

There will be 15 people per tour.   

 

As part of Jan Dilg’s Monumental Women Senior Capstone course, PSU students will give 

their end-of-term walking tours, which are open to the public and will last approximately 1 and 

1/2 hours. They will begin on the PSU campus, stay in the downtown area and focus on build-

ings and sites related to the woman suffrage movement in Portland and Oregon.  

mailto:monumentalwomen421@gmail.com
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Wimpy Walkers and the docent from the Hat Museum. http://www.thehatmuseum.com/  

Portland Branch AAUW  

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to offer the following slate of officers to be elected at the General 

Membership Meeting in April: 

 
      UCo-Presidents: Barbara Spencer and Peggy Hickman 
 
                        UProgram Co-Vice Presidents: Diane Winn and Joyce Kligman 
 
      URecording Secretary: Sue Thomas 
 
      UDirector-at-Large: Sherry Bjaastad 
 

 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor at the meeting, provided that 

the nominee has given prior         acceptance in writing. 

 

I wish to thank the members of the Nominating Committee, Doris Green, 

Kathe Hart, Donna Pregill and Kate Skelton, for their thoughtful and dili-

gent service. I also thank the nominees for accepting and for their willing-

ness to serve the branch. 

 

Ilga Ross 

Nominating Committee Chair 
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Board Recommends Bylaw Changes 
 

At the annual meeting on March 31, members will have an opportunity to vote on  

changes to the branch bylaws recommended by the board. 

 

The bylaws contain portions that are required by the Association and portions that are adopted by the     

branch.  The changes being proposed are in portions that are adopted by the branch. 

 

Bylaws committee members Barbara Gaines, Julie Skinner, Maxine McComas and chair Sue Trotter 

reviewed the bylaws using state and association resources as well as Robertôs Rules of Order Newly  

revised 11th Edition.   In addition, consideration was given to current branch membership, their  

participation in the work and activities of the branch and clarity. 

 

Changes that the board is recommending are: 

 1. acknowledging co-officers; 

 2. changing the number of directors at large to 1 and adding a responsibility such as other board  

                members have; 

 3. adding conditions for removal of a board member from office;  

 4. changing some of the appointed positions and committees listed which does not preclude future 

     presidents from adding to them;   

 5. lowering the number of members necessary to request a special meeting to better reflect current 

     membership numbers; 

 6. changing the language stating when the annual meeting is held for great clarity and flexibility;  

 7. making notification times consistent. 

 

All members attending the annual meeting will have the opportunity to vote on the proposed bylaws  

changes.  To review the bylaws in their entirety with the proposed changes, go to www.aauwpdx.org 
 

 

 

 

 
Attend Annual Meeting  

March 31st 
To vote on  

By-law Changes 

http://www.aauwpdx.org/
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Portland Branch AAUW 

P.O. Box 8975  

Portland, OR  97207  

The Rose City Reporter is a publica-

tion of the Portland Branch of AAUW, 
a non-profit organization, published 
eight times a year (Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec./Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., 

May/June) as a membership service. 
 

AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, educa-

tion, and research.  
In principle and practice, AAUW val-
ues and seeks a diverse membership. 
There shall be no barriers to full par-

ticipation in this organization on the 
basis of gender, race, creed, age, sex-
ual orientation, national origin or 
disability. 

 

New Members  

Always Welcome 

  

Visit us on the web: 

National:  

www.aauw.org     

Oregon: 

 www.aauw-oregon.org                                                                                                 

Portland:  

www.aauwpdx.org 
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